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Abstract

Introduction: In the Astan Quds Razavi Library, there is a Qur’an manuscript that was

endowed to the Mausoleum of Allahverdi Khan in Rabi’ al-Thani 1023 AH. Allahverdi

Khan, the governor of Fars during the reign of Shah Abbas I, died in 1022 AH and

was buried in a portico he had built on the eastern side of the shrine of Imam Reza in

Mashhad. The donor of this manuscript was his eldest son, Imam Quli Khan; therefore,

the manuscript is referred to in this study as the “Waqf Qur’an of Imam Quli Khan.”

The manuscript lacks both a colophon and a transcription date. The waqf inscription

appears to have been added later on the opening folio. In addition to its historical

importance, the manuscript is notable for its codicological and artistic features and

is regarded as one of the significant Qur’an manuscripts preserved in the Astan Quds

Razavi Library. Despite its significance, the manuscript has not yet been the subject of

an independent scholarly study. Only a single note inserted among the folios records

some of its characteristics. This handwritten leaf was probably a draft prepared by the

library’s cataloguer. This article first discusses the mausoleum and portico of Allahverdi

Khan in Astan Quds Razavi complex and then examines the historical background of the

manuscript on the basis of marginal notes and related documentary evidence. Finally,

the codicological and physical features of the manuscript are analyzed. The manuscript

is preserved under catalogue number 2139 in the Astan Quds Razavi Library.
Purposes & Questions: Based on a close and detailed examination of the manuscript, e

this study aims to identify the stylistic characteristics of the Qur’an and to determine

the historical and geographical context in which it was produced. » Received:

Methods: The study adopts a primarily historical approach; however, discussions 2025-07-14

related to the stylistic features of the Qur’an are carried out using a descriptive— >Final revision:

analytical approach. The investigation is based on a close and meticulous examination fzzcsce;e?

of the manuscript and has proven particularly useful in the field of codicology. Data 2025-12-03

were collected through both library research and field observation. Since this article » Early online access:

focuses on a single manuscript, attention has been given, as far as possible, to all 22215);%%5
»Published:

components and structural elements of the Waqf Qur’an of Imam Quli Khan. For
certain codicological features—such as paper dimensions, tables, motifs, and verse
markers—measurement was limited to selected samples. These measurements were
conducted while observing preservation precautions and only on intact sections of the
manuscript. The method of analysis is qualitative.

Findings & Results: The study shows that the Waqf Qur’an of Imam Quli Khan Abstract
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remained in the portico of Allahverdi Khan for recitation and preservation from the
time of its endowment until 1315 SH, after which it was transferred to the Astan Quds
Razavi Library. Marginal notes written on several folios of the manuscript confirm this
history. Most of these notes belong to Mirza Fazlollah Rawzeh-khan, the son of Akhund
Mulla Yusuf Rawzeh-khan. He refers to himself as a rawzeh-khan (eulogy reciter) and
the guardian (hafez) of Dar al-Sa‘adah, and introduces his father as the guardian of the
area located at the foot of the blessed shrine. The main text of the manuscript is written
in Naskh script, while its additions are executed in Thuluth, Tawqi, and Nastaliq scripts.
In terms of codicological structure and manuscript compilation, the Qur’an closely
resembles manuscripts produced in Shiraz during the Safavid period. Features such as
the illuminated medallions of the first double-page frontispiece and the beginning of
the Qur’anic text on the second double-page opening reflect conventions associated
with the Shiraz school of manuscript production. The inclusion of a Persian poetic
horoscope at the end of the manuscript further supports this attribution. The illumination
and page layout likewise conform to stylistic principles characteristic of Safavid Shiraz
manuscripts. The manuscript can probably be attributed to workshops active in Shiraz
between the second half of the tenth century AH and the early eleventh century AH.
It was likely created in commercial workshops without a direct commission and later
circulated in the manuscript market. Like many Shiraz manuscripts of this period, the
Qur’an was produced anonymously and lacks a colophon. The waqf inscription on the
opening folio further indicates that the manuscript was not originally commissioned by
Imam Quli Khan.

Keywords: Codicology, Qur’an manuscript, Safavid period, Shiraz School, Allahverdi
Khan, Imam Quli Khan, Astan Quds Razavi.
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Figure 1. The Allahverdi Khan Riwaq (Dome). Construction date: 1021-1022 AH. Photo from the Public Relations
Archive of Astan Quds Razavi.
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Figure 2. Note of Mirza Fazlollah Rowzeh khan on folio 325 of the endowed Qur’an of Imam Qoli Khan, 1321 AH
(Rowzeh khan, 1903).
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Figure 3. The gilded eight lobed shamsa on the verso of the
first folio of the endowed Qur’an of Imam Qoli Khan. Mash-
had: Astan Quds Razavi Library, no. 2139
(The Qur’an [Endowed Qur’an of Imam Qoli Khan], 1903).
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of Imam Qol1 Khan (2b—3a). Mashhad: Astan Quds Razavi
Library, no. 2139 (The Qur’an [Endowed Qur’an of Imam
Qoli Khan], 1903).

slaskhe Hlad 5l dadaiS (Gase) slayl 5 olass
Lae s s (ool Q8 0 g oo BlS 38
s bl VEY Job L osole i S )
S 50 Lasy seu yeu &_JG vese el sud JSES
wolun ol bl uate yie il £/0 B Y/Y
she 50 b S piSla e LIS OB e
prels 5 ok cn s s oo dalin Sl )
e o9 S adla g 0 ol ee 0 OB (550
o S (St G158 0l (sLas 5 g s 23S
O3 5o, s s L3S Koo 5l 53 slas ) g

o
Josa S b slaps slae, ses s 5l pluS 58 L3
820 Doae Jlan 5 ool suddion sbiw pds
O G909 o el ol gy 15 J g Gl G5l
Ll slag sk O gloals 5 0 game ¢l b LadasiS
Lagss 5 Cpol s ol sud (s lass (23 53) (Slaall
T Y gare 50 bl ey S ol K550 58
50 eba SHU lbadile el (8 5 a5
(slosed o8 W) Haew s S KL
abejﬁjdﬁgﬂ;:ﬁﬁuuckd&Jé‘jﬂMJ‘;\T
i i Oles aas oo JSES | 4t L)y Lo
1 oo g5 (slae s pn LSS G sy Kol
Msas o ddlagnll WS o padiiie 50
Gl ol sad sglie 080T Gus s G
e alad 05100 a5 galad g wilesles Lacls

SB oo ol LSy £l Sl 58 Do 8
YU S50 a5 5 dadis 5o Joua Sl
ol 80l auy —GLeSOU sl S e b - S
Mo Lo (595 wiew S5 b G153 238 sles
ol saddid o ladiwads g Lagd 5 0yl

S56 Jois win b oolhds o) Lol Jsua
Ot ol Gl O Sy ol sy lasasas
S92 50 agd g s Slads HuaSusls o Sl
sl a,Sls i 50 321 glad Lals el
ol 5, (sa slag Sas 5 @55 LIS Ol
olads sl yw Lagsl 5 s dle ol G5 S S
sandigy ol SIS, a5 K 5 Ladla b
55 il 55 5ke (a5
3 e S Ll ol s K158, Jgaa Sle
Slppdin sliw dada g0 Gl C0ad H8 a5 Y
© S (oidn (S el S s 5 ol
Ol a s pouie oladis

adin swa G103 al 5 55 ke ol g
GRS 5 e b ST b £lin (S
ade sl oo LIS dnio £yl
59 5 Siagiles VY alal b ol 5 sen SLeT
Ol ol ) e el sub S5 Lol LB
O Ol dadis YL Lala Lol yes ol o
PCV PR BT T S R0 R PN o SV R
G el ol gus slag S 5 g s Ll
ol (sl 5538 5 3o 8 Gaew alas cides sla S5,
8osen e S sleadi e 50 7 ol e by S8 5o
colom i 0 pseal) ool sud S0l 008
sl ol loslill 35 o153 LbJl daden
ols sl sl PO PR IP-XeeT b BRI R v
o IS S 1SS Sl sl £ bty AL
Sa S @5t ol gus 5 GSUSE Hlas S
S ool B only OB s e @S5
ol sud Gl 5 (@IS e Jisﬂ\

S8y ol dsere olaia Joua ol
>0 o9 Lol ol i Bl Yo/ox AT A fBalal
Ol csaoly wsdee sbhseS (Sul olbhds
(2N slaKs ) 4 Sl a3 Ol ¥ 51 Jsaa
Ldla ol sus a3 (T 5 S8 (B S
S8 obde Gl 4l 5 ke 5 ool 5 Y ade
She ol Ve g Y 5 € 5 V/0 sgan LSS @
Gasb ool gl s3ls0 o158 Jyane Slaiin
G s il 0 e ren S S ladais o

8850 T B it S 5 B 520
Ola s e » Al L
Sl b YIvAS ek daw)
Bolosane/ E¥=YA/ (s suis 5 uad

esl@l gl 1550

GV il 22K glacaa
El as oy B ain
O caall Jf i 5 il S

il as S (a3l



PN AU
dals eKJ}'}J,&A oSl

s 0 Ao .55 (sl g
ol y $S5a0 SaacS Lo, 538l
B et et 3le 5 ad
Bl pera 35S

oYYy S.. Y

YoV LYol Y. Y

Loy b g5 i LGS by £
o iy 0L (lae 5 58 sbsd
NEONEENEY S gy 0

VAV S M 0

S xed 530w 0ae 3 A
o sl (GENE (g VA 50)
a9l (550 2233 O Al 150 0

o
Yo
VF 0 ol VA o ylack

G Lo, g SLL olile o)l se yidn 5o el
NIV | vt IR S S VIS VIR PR X

sl SalE b gyl slonls bl Jead ol
'|CJMAJ@J|JSAL;;3L“~/°&°_,J|JQJ|_,L§ Sl
el sudannddl (BAs B 0 (gokE b b
LK AT Goa sy ddsere Bilks olds gl
dad sl Sty SE ol s o 8 SULL
Chle sle Siy3ah Sy ARE S L 1 L]
olts A o) gl ol suS adis
e ole o) AKX QIS bl Jns
X0 a5 sl b a5 US55 (uad) €]
3008 L glas ol el ba apls sie b
Fowd gassaY o Gue) o 5 sl 58550
losgd aas b So S 55 S @8 (rl 3Soe 00
dila T 550 B2 Sulas Bl 5 sty 3o 3 L
LJ&L@K_}JA(@)MT@JQL}A NCV PRTRE
e ol e aa oL Sl ol lus SIS L
Glosed O Luey K5y Lol aajls 5o soSals «l
ol @ b S8 b sale Bl o
(N saseal) caal LS ol (500

pean s sdie g gued slagldl Jsere poos
sanlis qudla ol eo by 58 Gisled
OV Ol LS 0 (A 5o GBS () sl
s S sael i (Jlie (gl fonl sads cule,
G of L sl sastS 1 e b pued ol
Baioe S s Gali il Gall) say dades gl
S el s surdtS Gl L B

axidy

LSy e wd G ooy b laa
1 e Ol ol sadaiin g Jo) S g5 018
J‘JLP\EJJ&ML&J@‘ZUJHSJAQ
) fob eole G, o SIS L wiles K enliS
JB\,JLJ.Q‘HM_\&J::L&AG“&L@(?A@L&
ans gain Lol ol sae 4 oplie ol Ha (VYY)
oS :
N TR CN R N PR PR IR -y v PENN A R ) 4 B
R (ZRTR) JUVI .

oLk LS 5 Sandd Lol il g 4elias g (e
i U wala Jeye 328 55 LAl A s
uiamofl‘)a&gi‘}:\,%l:@.n.mhﬁ‘)

Slas S Jo Sy of Bus Las

il G 4l 88 g (e 1 g cad
Opalladle, daesdl sl as sl ddlaiasy

wa_._._— ]
e e 1

wi L

a7 ,qg;..b i e Do) §
ﬁﬁhﬁ _j@»::?f‘”___:_.,a,
i; LL~=~,- i &-yu_ el |

.ﬂ'"""l-q‘.

oF r | ._

|I ; i _.1"-'.Ii - A
ﬂg”, hﬂ’?’ ’:‘*L*J:*f "J“c.-“-’. .
S s '
'n- E Ja Sty | R pren Y
-"h-:l';'!'llr-.—r‘,-" L-u-l"lrﬂ.'rr—elﬂ';‘__lf:ln'_,'bh
4 TR

.-"'}'iﬂll._,-u*j IJIJitF-";LJl;l
{”’ -t!{:.'.fjl .J;.-L ._r_u-'r,!l-.:'.r"‘f”

H:.. Fs hﬁ_‘ﬂ.-brnﬂ-h- ....H-.-.q-:

S35 013 59 (SF) ek sssm ST o sl iw dadun 055
TAYA (s 3 wad liasl B tagdie ol Balal
(1 roums e s o WYY ol Isalal i35 o8] S o3)
Figure 5. The sarlawh page at the beginning of Sarat al
Bagqarah (fol. 3b) in the endowed Qur’an of Imam Qoli
Khan. Mashhad: Astan Quds Razavi Library, no.2139
(The Qur’an [Endowed Qur’an of Imam Qoli Khan], 1903,
al Baqarah: 1).
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Figure 6. Examples of the five verse (khams) and ten verse (‘ashr) markers in the endowed Qur’an of Imam Qoli Khan.
Mashhad: Astan Quds Razavi Library, no. 2139 (The Qur’an [Endowed Qur’an of Imam Qoli Khan], 1903).
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Figure 8. The gilded eight lobed shamsa on the verso of the

first folio of a manuscript Qur’an in the Shiraz style. Date

of transcription: 10th century AH. Mashhad: Astan Quds

Razavi Library, no. 187 (The Qur’an [Manuscript Qur’an
in the Shiraz style], 16th century).
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Figure 7. The endowment (waqf) statement page of the en-
dowed Qur’an of Imam Qoli Khan (fol. 1a). Mashhad: As-
tan Quds Razavi Library, no. 2139 (The Qur’an [Endowed
Qur’an of Imam Qoli Khan], 1903).
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Figure 10. One of the second paired folios (fol. 2b) of a
manuscript Qur’an in the Shiraz style. Scribe: Nizam al
Din Mahmiid. Date of transcription: 975 AH. Location:
Dublin, Chester Beatty Library, accession no. 1544
(The Qur’an [Manuscript Qur’an in the Shiraz style], 16th century).

PR 8

Sl 50 S @88 fli OS5 1) (has gaa
cabe OIS L saad Gl il (5 0% wliie Lae
Saww Hal sl Hu dha sladais i o5 5 LAY jal g
(298 (pdie (lags) ol o)) saan Slhnd Ha ans
A buae w5 IS 51 oL (VY . a AYAA
Sl 55 (et O g i ge s (S (Bl G5
Se i 5 ool ol G g Lag) 3l saile SU (slads gai
Wilos ;S 8, g s g0 Cpl 0 53 S50k GlE8a e il
(V4 oo AYAY GLin, Y e ATYAY Gasm)
sladais 5ye) 5u ol alel (889 o158 (ol b
“.\JMZJA.U ﬁJJLﬁlJJ‘(SJJ_S@)‘JE USLLJ‘AUL;:
sa AL 5 gBA L Hload o aandl Bacs LIl B

O3 s & Yol Ky cidiy 0o e &K St Luuads Ay gund
Jae ¢ 3AV0 SliS 3,5 o gana caallallas 1S 5 ed S 4
S 03) VOFF sl eslad ((Som siama onbiss sl
(30 008 5l Spw s T3 o ds]
Figure 9. The gilded eight lobed shamsa on the verso of the
first folio of a manuscript Qur’an in the Shiraz style. Scribe:
Nizam al Din Mahmiid. Date of transcription: 975 AH. Lo-
cation: Dublin, Chester Beatty Library, accession no. 1544
(The Qur’an [Manuscript Qur’an in the
Shiraz style], 16th century).
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