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Handicrafts have been mentioned in various ways in the past texts, but they are not highlighted
in the present-day studies. Thus exploration to realize more about the history of handicrafts,
underlines the necessity of examination of the texts. To gain knowledge about the manifestation
of handicrafts in texts, anextensive examination was performed to answer the following
questions: 1- with regard to the vast thematic variety of texts in the Islamic era, which historical
texts should be explored for the information about handicrafts? 2- With regard to which contexts
and qualities of the handicrafts may these texts be studied? The goal of this research is to provide
wider referential and scholarly possibilities for the handicrafts researcher and to create new
research themes in the field of handicrafts through exploration of the texts and thus to reveal parts
of the unseen information of the past handcrafts. The data were gathered through exploration in
numerous past texts, available in libraries, and selection of the various contexts of manifestation
of handicrafts in them. To describe the selected texts as well as the introduction of the thematic
contexts, the research method was descriptive-analytical based on library sources. The results
show that the information on handicrafts is available in a variety of geographical, historical,
medical, scientific, religious, epic, royal texts, travel literature, etc. and include diverse contexts
of information and knowledge about handicrafts, such as: recognition of the unknownparts of
the handicrafts;revelation of the common titles and names of the past; revival of the forgotten
handicrafts; discovery of the cultural and intellectual realities with regard to the handicrafts, and
organization and classification of them.

Keywords: Past Texts, Handicrafts, Traditional Arts, Islamic Period, Iran.



