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Abstract

Introduction:The subject of the Ascension of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) has al-
ways been of interest in the history of Islamic culture, art and civilization, and the illus-
tration of this religious belief has been created across different periods according to the
taste of patrons, kings and painters, and based on the mystical ideas of that time. This
has caused a distinction between the depiction of fixed image elements in the illustrat-
ed versions of the Ascension books, such as Prophet, Baraq, Angels, Gabriel, etc. Thus,
during the Timurid period, the versions: Mirhaydar, Khavaran-nameh, and Khamseh
Nizami, and during the Safavid period, the versions: Heft Aurang Jami, Khamseh Teh-
masabi, and Falnameh Tehmasabi were illustrated. Overall, these works are based on
the influence of religion and mysticism, and government conditions. Among the most
important and valuable illustrated versions of the Ascension of the Prophet (PBUH),
we can mention Khavaran-nameh of Ibn-Hossam Khosfi in the Timurid period and
Khamsa Tehmasabi attributed to Sultan Muhammad in the Safavid period. These two
paintings are based on the influence of religion and mysticism, and the governmental
conditions of their time have been illustrated; therefore, while having commonalities
in their pictorial components, they also have differences. The importance of the current
research is that, according to the social and intellectual conditions governing society,
art adopts a specific language and form at each historical stage, and in the case of Ira-
nian painting, the artists affected by the intellectual conditions of the society use visual BY
and symbolic elements to express their opinion and point of view. Therefore, the visual

arrangements and symbolic techniques of each of the examined paintings tell about the » Received:
meaning, intention, and narrative intended by the artist. 2025-04-08
Purposes & Questions: The main goal of this research is to study the comparative ;gglsa_lof_‘;;lon:
elements of the Ascension of the Prophet (PBUH) in Khavaran-nameh of Ibn-Hossam P
Khosfi and Khamsa Tehmasabi, and to discover their commonalities and differences. 2025-08-02

The main question raised is: What are the aspects of difference and commonality of » Early online access:
visualization and iconography in the pictorial narration of the Ascension of the Prophet 2025'98‘0%
(PBUH) in Khavaran-nameh of Ibn-Hossam Khosfi and Khamsa Tehmasabi? ;(1;;2{105‘1:3;11.

Methods: This research helps to develop studies in the field of the analysis of visual

works. The research method is descriptive-analytical in terms of its nature and method ;ul;:irll;ij:olaulmei email.com
of implementation with a comparative approach, and fundamental in terms of its goal. I

The method of collecting information was conducted through documentary and library

research. The comparative study of these two works from the point of view of visual Abstract

elements and visual analyses, and how they work, if combined with the historical, ar- > Negareh
» Spring 2026 - NO 77



https://orcid.org/0009-0006-4889-5685

Abstract

P Negareh
» Spring 2026 - NO 77

Scientific Quarterly Journal Faculty of Art Shahed University

Negareh

Spring 2026 - NO 77

tistic, and intellectual conditions of the time, provides very useful information that can
be obtained from each of the works to give information that will help to better under-
stand and interpret them from various aspects.

Findings & Results: After studying each of the pictures, and examining and compar-
ing their visual components, the conclusion showed that: Among the obvious effects
of depicting the face of the Prophet (PBUH) in the middle period of Iranian painting
history, especially in the Timurid period are attention and respect for the Muhammadan
religion, and the depiction of scenes of religious themes. In the illustrated version of
Ibn Hossam Khosfi’s Khavaran-nameh during the Timurid period, there was no cov-
ering on the face of the Prophet (PBUH), and the details of his face, such as the state
of the eyes, nose, and features, are clearly visible. In this period, facial expressions are
still under the influence of the previous period, i.e., the Ilkhanid period, and Mongolian
influences, such as almond-shaped eyes, can be seen in these pictures. Also, the obvi-
ous details in the face painting with beard and mustache influenced by Central Asian
painting are depicted in a realistic way with careful attention to show the inner states
of the spirit. However, during the Safavid period, and the uprising of Shah Ismail I,
religious trends and strict prejudices in the course of sectarianism created new visual
factors in the scenes of the Ascension of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), especially in
the new era of Iranian painting history. Special effects of depicting the Ascension of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) with visual elements such as: The way of drawing the
shape and size of his turban, the arrangement of a nigab or a white veil on his face or
an image of golden light instead is very important, because the followers of Sheikh Safi
in the Safavid era were very much influenced by the sectarianism and strict prejudices
of the Shiites, for this reason the face of the Prophet (PBUH) is covered with a white
veil (burqa), which is clearly visible in the image of Khamsa Tehmasabi. In general, the
visual components in Khavaran-nameh, such as characterization, color variation, and
figure design, are weaker than those in the Khamsa Tehmasabi.

Keywords: Mi’raj, Khamsa Tehmasabi, Khavaran-nameh, Ascension of the Prophet,
Islamic-period painting.
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Figure 2. The Mi‘r3j of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), Khamsa of Shah Tahmasp, Attributed to Sultan
Muhammad, London (Shin Dashtgol, 2010, p. 179).
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Figure 1. The Mi ‘r3j of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), Khavaran nameh, Shiraz, 881 AH, Golestan
Palace Library (Shin Dashtgol, 2010, p. 157).
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Table 1. Comparative Analysis of Visual Elements in the
Khavaran nameh of Ibn Husam Khusafi and the Khamsa of Shah Tahmasp
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