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Abstract

Introduction: The narrative of Alexander’s Wall against Gog and Magog occupies
an important place in both Islamic and Christian traditions. In Islamic sources,
Alexander is often identified with Dhul-Qarnayn, a Qur’anic figure associated with
divine guidance and moral responsibility. The manuscript Daga’iq al-Haqa’iq reflects
this perspective by emphasizing the completed construction of the wall and the divine
protection associated with it. Unlike many other visual representations of the story,
this manuscript omits the figures of Alexander, Gog, and Magog. Instead, it focuses on
the defensive structure of the wall and associated magical devices, including mounted
figures holding musical instruments atop towers. In contrast, the Catalan Atlas
combines historical narrative with eschatological expectations characteristic of the
medieval Christian worldview, in which history and theology are closely intertwined.
Alexander is portrayed as a Christian ruler confronting apocalyptic forces with the
aid of divine and supernatural powers. The image includes vivid representations of
Gog and Magog and extends the narrative toward an anticipated eschatological future.
Through its elaborate visual language, rich colors, and detailed imagery, the Catalan
Atlas reflects a European cartographic tradition that integrates geographical knowledge
with theological concepts. This study comparatively examines the representation of
Alexander’s Wall against Gog and Magog in these two significant medieval works,
exploring how a shared narrative was adapted within different cultural, religious, and
artistic contexts.

Purposes & Questions: This study aims to compare the visual representation of
Alexander’s Wall against Gog and Magog in Daqa’iq al-Haqga’iq, a thirteenth-century
Islamic manuscript attributed to Nasir al-Din Muhammad Haikali (d. 671/1272), and
the Catalan Atlas (776/1375). It addresses the following question: How do these two
works visually narrate the story of Alexander’s Wall, and what theological, artistic, and
historical perspectives are reflected in their representations?

Methods: The research adopts a descriptive-analytical comparative approach based on
the visual and symbolic examination of primary sources. Data were collected through
a detailed study of the illustrations in Daqga’iq al-Haga'iq and the Catalan Atlas. The
analysis employs a qualitative approach to interpret artistic styles, symbolic elements,
and narrative structures in order to identify thematic patterns and cross-cultural
influences.
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Findings & Results: The findings reveal both significant similarities and notable
differences between the two depictions. In both works, magical devices function as
symbols of divine protection against Gog and Magog. In Daga’iq al-Haqa'iq, mounted
figures positioned atop towers convey vigilance and supernatural intervention, whereas
in the Catalan Atlas, bronze trumpets produce frightening sounds that serve a protective
function. In both cases, sound operates as a symbolic mechanism of defense sanctioned
by divine power. Despite these common features, the two works differ substantially in
their theological orientation and narrative emphasis. The Islamic manuscript presents
Alexander as Dhul-Qarnayn and highlights divine guidance, moral authority, and
the completed achievement of constructing the wall. By avoiding dramatic scenes of
confrontation, it adopts a restrained and reflective visual language that emphasizes
divine protection through symbolic rather than narrative means. The Catalan Atlas, by
contrast, incorporates apocalyptic themes and portrays Alexander as a Christian ruler
engaged in a struggle against forces associated with the end of time. Gog and Magog are
represented as agents of disorder, confined behind the wall until their prophesied future
release. This interpretation combines the memory of Alexander’s achievements with
eschatological expectation and reflects a worldview in which historical and theological
narratives are closely connected. The comparison further demonstrates how a shared
narrative could be reshaped to address different ideological and cultural concerns.
While the Islamic image emphasizes divine order, protection, and moral authority, the
European example foregrounds prophecy, eschatology, and the anticipation of future
events. At the same time, both visual narratives reveal common symbolic structures that
transcend cultural boundaries. The use of sound as a protective force, the conception
of the wall as a divinely sanctioned barrier, and the presence of supernatural elements
illustrate the circulation and adaptation of ideas across different intellectual traditions.
Overall, the study highlights the role of visual representation in medieval intercultural
exchange. Although each work reflects the specific religious and artistic context in
which it was produced, both demonstrate how shared narratives could be reinterpreted
through distinct visual strategies. The analysis contributes to a deeper understanding of
interactions between Islamic and Christian traditions, demonstrating how the story of
Alexander’s Wall functioned both as a point of cultural convergence and as a marker of
religious and ideological difference.

Keywords: Alexander’s Wall, Gog and Magog, Daqa’iq al-Haqa’iq, Catalan Atlas,
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Figure 2. A portion of the opening pages of Miines al ‘Awarif
(Heykali Nasiri, 1271-1273 CE., fol. 113v).
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Haqa'iq, 670 AH, Agsaray, Bibliothéque
nationale de France, Paris
(Heykali Nasiri, 1271-1273 CE., fol. 51r).
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Figure 3. A portion of the identification pages
(Heykali Nasiri, 1271-1273 CE,, fol. 113v).
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Table 1. The story of Alexander’s Wall in Iranian-Islamic miniature painting
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Figure 5. The land of Gog and Magog behind the wall, Alldrisi’s world
map, 6th century AH (Jacobs, 2023)

eorle s marl p1 5050 L ol 6,5 I55 10 oadeili sl (n S 5l 2
Tl & g e e siusi Sl €clogzgall cul 5 cligliall colned LS 5l sl
SlogisS b ainy alapldd & )s0m plsdl nlo)lS5 cal ) Sl (5503 (570 PYA
58 bl 48l gl B e s by Sl b (b5 )1 4T gy cilead poss S5
29 Sl s & 0,3l 3 oo 5 sl gl Coloe slaasuas il
o 03l Lialed el sl S b b elis s a5 laacigs ool

LGo PR (o3 Slglal ulé g SBglall Colxe orlo 5 zozb a8 Y poas
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Figure 6. Gog and Magog, ‘Adjayeb alMakhliigat wa Gharayeb

alMakhliigat by Qazvini, 678 AH, Bavarian State Library, Miinchen

(Qazwini, ca. 13" CE.-a, filo 207b)
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(Qazvini, 7th century AH-b, fol. 131v)
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(Iskandar builds the iron Rampart, ca. 1335 CE.)

Figure 8. Alexander building the iron rampart, Great

Mongol Shahnameh, Tlkhanid period, Tabriz, ca. 709-715 AH
(Iskandar builds the iron rampart, ca. 1335 CE.)
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A Jgua dalsl

255 Eszle s g2l o e S5l lyie b amio plas 5,15 ol s 5
S o ol i 2 oz le 5 a7l slagmes e 090 255 ey el e
o5 S5y 7S o g8 e (l (YL Sl oo (5 90 4 gl sl
o3l 5 055 S ppots Jlsm 53 wabadly Ky g0 i)l S 0 e 50 Gle 5
T o 0l (e 2355 Jelo s Bl s by 5 Joo 3155 Jyite
038 gozle 5 292l (i poye ool G 038 5l oS 032 Cnl Sl g
i @le 1 Gl Sl 50 )l 5l )5 50 paye Sl ol shass 5y oS ws
b okye Slyzse m5zle s 292k () lad 52 (Carboni, 2013, p. 32)
OBl sl @ g s oo 1) Jlges 093 5 slacly L gl alonds 590 05 sy
o U5 (S a8 Jl o il sl lses (U151 05 aiz aiies (2,5 ol
el byl 4385 L o aliws bojl a5 cans asein g oolgs Lol 11y 095

o AOFYYY el sl 5 zomb s (e Joill N e g
(Al-Misri, late 14" CE., 38a)

Figure 10. AI-Qawl ‘ald Sadd-i Yajij wa Majij (Discourse on the
Rampart of Gog and Magog), Kitab al-Bulhan, 731-854 AH (Al-

Misr, late 14" CE., fol. 38a)

pow Sl cadalis o0 4 slaie coslendl dllas SUS )3 0 55 (5l (6,500 aseud
el A il g <l Sl SIS S 5 s IS ) 255 m 00z et
S Sl (S35 @ 5l 55l g alsl p3 05 e 0 ) (lie Slegdsa
o 2l (o wwdoe las | HaSl glaludl slad jgbiws n 3555 5l (S
Sl gn 455 93 paate sl 1 ezl s marl (phoy lacuaar &5 ol ke
0 1 s 5 Loy 5 o s |y 5 i e 5 055 o
i 3 b oobatil el gloSsh 1 45 0 sl o] CES 45 abgs o
wibo gty il Sannd o 51 038, YU aF bl Blo 50351 b osd sailbsy
S 51 ol i ol s 198 sl Yl i b iy 5, 4 5,7
£33 51 55 oz ol onosls Gl amajiien o zszle s 292k Slagmej e JLSLe
2 e el b S0 58 cde a5 Jlops e (55 b e gazle s zezl
wledog b )l )l sl o b o i Gl 3 b g 51 28, YL
g LSS ageee b Ly 45 sy el g la]
5 lo o loylaie & g0 (L3 QYL (i3 )0 oo L Gl ;R S o
Sk a0zl eadonls iales (oMb glawl g 35 50 10 S5 50 o L jealeas
5 Ceomm 3t 90 S Mt nnage YT (23155 Sl 50 )1 g 90 s
) s 5 e (sL5d w9l K00 b lagy ] S5 3ladl sl S o ek S5
WS (g0 Az 2

(El-Saudi, 1582 CE., fol. 76r)
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Table 2. Depiction of Gog and Magog and the Rampart of Alexander in pictorial world maps.
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Figure 12. Detail of the Anglo-Saxon Cotton Map,
995-1050 CE (Cotton, n.d., fol. 56)
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Figure 13. Detail of the Sawley Map, 1180-1299 CE (Imago
Mundi. Chronica. Itinera in Terram Sanctam etc., ca. century
13th—14th CE, MS 66)
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Figure 14. Detail of the Ebstorf Map, Gog and
Magog, ca. 13th century CE, Germany

(Schmudlach, 2012)
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Figure 15. Detail of the Hereford Map, Alexander’s
court, ca. 1300 CE (Hereford Cathedral, ca. 1300 CE)
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Figure 16. Detail of the Andrea Bianco map, 1436
CE, Italy, Biblioteca Ambrosiana, map dimensions:
29 x 38 cm (Bianco, 1432-1436 CE., p. 10)
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Figure 18. Detail of the Catalan Atlas, Alexander, the Devil, and
bronze statues beside the defensive wall
(Cresques, ca. 1375 CE.)
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Figure 17. Detail of the Catalan Atlas, Gog and Magog with
their ruler, 1375 CE, France, map dimensions: 3000 x 645 mm
(Cresques, ca. 1375 CE.)
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