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Abstract

Introduction:The production of artworks across different historical periods often
involves the adaptation and transformation of enduring cultural and artistic features.
Examining similarities and differences among artworks as visual texts can reveal the
relationship between source works and later adaptations. Gérard Genette’s theory of
hypertextuality provides an appropriate framework for analyzing relationships between
texts that belong to different temporal and spatial contexts. According to historical ev-
idence, the Safavid era (907—1152 AH) represents the peak of Iranian carpet weaving.
Among the surviving examples from this period is a handwoven semi-pictorial kilim
fragment with a Lachak-Toranj (corner-and-medallion) design, attributed to Kashan
and preserved in the Louvre Museum. The composition of this kilim appears to be
associated with themes derived from Persian literary traditions. Considering the wide-
spread artistic activities of Safavid designers across different fields, it can be suggested
that illustrated manuscripts may have served as visual sources for carpet designers
and weavers. This research examines the relationship between this Safavid kilim and
Persian miniature paintings, focusing on the types of hypertextual relationships that
connect the kilim as a hypertext to its possible visual hypotext. The significance of this
study lies in understanding how previous literary and visual traditions contributed to
the formation of a new artistic text through the transformation of motifs and composi-
tional structures.

Purposes & Questions: The purpose of this article is to identify the influence of earli-
er pictorial works, particularly Persian miniature paintings from the 8th—10th centuries
AH, on the Safavid kilim based on Gérard Genette’s theory of hypertextuality. The
study seeks to clarify the manner in which visual elements from Persian miniature
paintings were adapted and transformed in the design of the kilim. The main research
question is: What types of hypertextual relationships exist between the Safavid kilim
(as the hypertext) and the Persian miniature paintings examined in this study (as the
hypotext)?

Methods: This research employs an analytical-comparative method based on Genette’s
theory of hypertextuality. Data were collected through library research. The research
population consists of Safavid pictorial kilims with thematic and visual relationships
to earlier artworks. A semi-pictorial Lachak-Toranj kilim from the Safavid period pre-
served in the Louvre Museum was selected as the main sample through purposive sam-
pling. To identify possible hypotext, illustrated Iranian literary manuscripts produced
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before the probable date of the kilim’s creation and containing related themes were
examined. Accordingly, nine illustrations from manuscripts of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh
and the Nizami’s Khamsa and Jami’s works were selected. These illustrations include
narratives related to Bahram-Gur and Rostam’s dragon-slaying episodes, as well as the
meeting of Layla and Majnun, dating from the 8th to the 10th centuries AH. Data anal-
ysis was conducted through thematic analysis. First, the selected works were examined
according to their themes, motifs, and compositions. Then, based on Genette’s theory,
the relationships between the Safavid kilim and the selected hypotext were analyzed,
and the dominant types of hypertextual relations were identified.

Findings & Results: The findings indicate that three of Genette’s six types of hy-
pertextual relationships—transposition, parody (transformation), and forgery (serious
imitation)—can be identified between the Safavid kilim as the hypertext and the nine
selected hypotext. Transformational processes are more evident in the central Toranj
than in the Lachaks, whereas visual similarities are stronger in the four Lachak sec-
tions than in the central medallion. The Lachaks of the studied kilim clearly refer to the
romantic meeting of Layla and Majnun. In contrast, the central Toranj demonstrates
greater distance from the selected hypotext because of the changes introduced by the
designer and does not correspond to a single narrative source. Instead, it combines ele-
ments such as a mounted warrior, a dragon, and their interaction to suggest the coexis-
tence of good and evil. Through the symbolic association of two Iranian mythological
and heroic figures, the composition emphasizes a nationalistic dimension related to
the ideological context of the Safavid period. The results further demonstrate that the
relationship between the Safavid kilim and Persian miniature paintings is not limited
to direct visual imitation. Rather, it represents a process of reinterpretation in which
inherited motifs and narrative elements are reorganized according to the requirements
of a different artistic medium. This process highlights the creative role of the design-
er in selecting, modifying, and combining previous visual patterns to create a new
composition. Therefore, the Safavid kilim can be understood as a visual text formed
through a dialogue between earlier pictorial traditions and the artistic language of car-
pet weaving.

Keywords: Genette’s hypertextuality, hypotext, Kilim, Louvre Museum, Painting, Sa-
favid period
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Figure 1. Silk Kilim with Metal-Thread Weft (Golabatoun), 17th Century (11th Century AH), 249 x 139 cm, Louvre
Museum, Paris (Sabahi, 2015, p. 56).
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(Bahram Gur Slays a Dragon, ca. 1330)

Figure 2. Bahram Gur Slays the Dragon, Shahnameh
of Ferdowsi, First Tabriz School, Ilkhanid Period, 14th
Century (7th—8th Century AH), Demotte Shahnameh
(Great Mongol Shahnameh)

(Bahram Gur Slays a Dragon, ca. 1330)
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Figure 3. Bahram Gur Slays the Dragon, Shahnameh
of Ferdowsi, 1370 (771 AH), Shiraz School, Preserved
in Topkapi Palace Museum Library, Istanbul, Turkey
(Azhand, 2008, p. 148)

el ol Lan3l oS8 G a Jls Ho ol Bl saly
Jla 0 Ol s 5 Oe 5 e S 9 525 b
O Dl 5 el o © Sl Srans Sl oS
t@TOmT.M‘MJS‘JJ;?‘M(S):SJJLM
O3 59 5 s (P85 Bra sy 5o s paimn 5 Las S

Wakdis S
8 Y pead 5 g dose 5K Ve ks
Laa3IL S Al 9o G sandio 4 ) Glogiuy (5208
NS Gl 5 el lasise G380 5 b (55 s
8l slaie b 95 lae Husuddiad 5 (53 e )l gie
Jolds cal® ) Ho 0 ggudin (B 985 sl sy 50 Ju8
$5aSin) (Sl (58 (45859 5 ) (LS (358
(5l g5 BB (Lol g col) (Sl sam (358 (lewe
OLS 558 (o) (sl ladl b s e (i
some Sl 33 b e o (B (el Sos 5 0n) s



S 5 s daladiiip 53 50 5\ (slacieying b ieging g 5 53 4 sgdie s a3 (S35 8 5 ksl 55 N i
Table 1. Derivation Relationships of the Image Evident in the Hypertext Medallion with Hypotexts 1 and 2 in Motif
Type and Composition.
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(Behzad, ca. 1493)
Figure 4. Bahram Gur Slays the Dragon, Khamsa of
Nizami, Herat School, 1487—-1493 (892-897 AH),
Attributed to Behzad (Behzad, ca. 1493)
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Table 2. Derivation Relationships of the Image Evident in the Hypertext Medallion with Hypotexts 3 and 4 in Motif
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RustamFightstheDragon(Rustam’s ThirdCourse),ca. 1330-1340)
Figure 6. Rustam Slays the Dragon in the Third Trial,
Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, 14th Century (8th Century AH),
Bodleian Library, Oxford Rustam Fights the Dragon
(Rustam’s Third Course), ca. 1330-1340)
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Figure 5. Bahram Gur Slays the Dragon, Shahnameh, Mash-
had or Qazvin School, 16th Century (10th Century AH) (Bah-
ram Gur slays lions [No. 68] and a dragon [No. 69], 1580)
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Figure7 RustamSlaystheDragon, IbrahimSultan’sShahnameh,
Shiraz, 1430-1434 (833-837 AH), Bodleian Library, Oxford
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Table 3. Derivation Relationships of the Image Evident in the Hypertext Medallion with Hypotexts 5, 6, and 7 in

Motif Type and Composition
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(Layla Visiting Majnun in the Desert, page from a copy of
the Khamsa of Nizami, 1501-1600)
Figure 9. Meeting of Layla and Majnun, Khamsa of Nizami,
16th Century (10th Century AH) (Layla Visiting Majnun in the
Desert, page from a copy of the Khamsa of Nizami, 1501-1600)
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Figure 8. Rustam Slays the Dragon, Shah Ismail II’s
Shahnameh, Qazvin, 1576 (984 AH), Sadruddin Aga Khan
Collection, Geneva (Azhand, 2015, p. 161)
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Figure 10. Muzaffar Ali, Layla and Majnun, Panj Ganj of Jami,
1521-1522 (928 AH). (Rajabi, 2005, p. 114)
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Table 4. Derivation Relationships of the Image Evident in the Spandrel of the Hypertext with Hypotexts 8 and 9 in
Motif Type and Composition
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Chart 1. Cumulative Statistics of Derivation Relationships Evident in the Medallion and Spandrels of the Studied
Kilm Relative to the Nine Hypotexts
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