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Abstract

Introduction: One of the distinctive characteristics of Iranian art in past centuries
was the formation of artistic families, through which artistic knowledge, skills, and
professional traditions were transmitted from one generation to the next. This process
led to the emergence of artistic lineages whose members often played important roles
in the preservation, development, and continuation of specific artistic traditions. Such
family-based transmission was not limited to painting and calligraphy but extended to
a wide range of artistic fields, including architecture, music, pottery, and other crafts.
Through these familial networks, artistic styles and techniques were transmitted across
generations, contributed significantly to the continuity of Iranian artistic heritage. De-
spite the historical importance of these artistic families, information regarding their
personal histories, familial relationships, and artistic backgrounds remains limited. As
a result, many aspects of their genealogies and their roles in the development of Iranian
art have remained unclear. The reconstruction of these lineages is therefore essential
for a more accurate understanding of the social and artistic history of Iran. Among the
most significant of these lineages is the artistic family of Najafali Nagqashbashi Isfah-
ani, a renowned painter of the early Qajar period. Over several generations, this family
produced a number of influential artists who played a major role in the preservation
and development of Iranian painting, particularly lacquer painting, miniature painting,
and enameling, from the late eighteenth century to the twentieth century. Several mem-
bers of this family were recognized among the leading artists of the Zand, Qajar, and
Pahlavi periods and played an important role in the development of Iranian painting
and related decorative arts. The importance of this family has attracted the attention of
numerous researchers, both in Iran and abroad. However, previous studies have pre-
sented conflicting genealogical reconstructions and contain significant gaps and incon-
sistencies regarding the origins and relationships of these artists. These discrepancies
appear to result from limited access to historical documents and reliance on unverified
assumptions. Accordingly, re-examining the genealogy of this family through newly
available documentary evidence is necessary and may illuminate an overlooked aspect
of Iranian art history.

Purposes & Questions: The main objective of this study is to reconstruct the genealo-
gy of the artistic family of Najafali Naqqashbashi Isfahani and to identify the ancestry
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of its members. Accordingly, the research seeks to answer the following question: Who
were the father and ancestors of Najafali Naqqashbashi Isfahani, and in what historical
context did this artistic family emerge and develop?

Methods: This fundamental qualitative research was conducted using a historical ap-
proach and a descriptive-analytical method. Data were collected through library re-
search, electronic resources, historical documents, and archival evidence. The analysis
was carried out using an inductive approach, with particular emphasis on the examina-
tion and comparison of documentary sources related to the family and its members.
Findings & Results: The findings of the study are based primarily on a historical doc-
ument—the marriage certificate of Aqa Najaf Isfahani dated 1232 AH, presented and
analyzed here for the first time—together with other supporting historical evidence.
The analysis demonstrates that Najafali Nagqashbashi Isfahani was the son of Aqa Mo-
hammad Jafar, known as Aqa Baba Naqqash, an artist active during the Zand and early
Qajar periods, and the grandson of Mohammad Bagqir, a painter active between the late
Safavid and early Qajar eras, who was most likely the renowned artist Mohammad
Bagqir Naqqgash. The study also confirms the fraternal relationship between Najafali and
Mohammad Ismail, another prominent painter of the Qajar period, thereby resolving
one of the uncertainties found in previous scholarship. Furthermore, one artistic work
attributed to their father, Aqa Baba Naqqgash, was identified and introduced, providing
new evidence regarding his artistic activity and position within the family tradition.
The research additionally confirms the existence of their elder brother, Mohammad
Hassan, and reveals that he was active in calligraphy, particularly in the writing of
Naskh script and the decoration of Qur’anic manuscripts. By synthesizing documenta-
ry, archival, and historical evidence, the study reconstructs the genealogy of this artistic
family from the late Safavid period to the contemporary era. The findings therefore
provide new insights into the history of Iranian art and demonstrate the significance of
family networks in the preservation and continuation of artistic traditions over more
than three centuries.

Keywords: Najafali Naqqashbashi Isfahani, Genealogy, Artistic family, Aqa Baba
Nagqash, Mohammad Bagqir Naqqash
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Figure 1. Lacquer pen case with the image of Saint John in the central medallion and two other Christian saints sur-
rounding him. The fusion of characteristics from the Iranian and European schools is clearly evident in this example.
Aqa Najaf Isfahani, 1853-1854 CE (Khalili, 2007, p. 235).
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Figure 3. Shokrollah Sanizadeh while completing a min-
iature painting at the “Sanizadeh Gallery,” circa 1963 CE.
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Figure 6. Section showing the seals of Najaf-Ali (Right), Mohammad Hassan (First seal from the left), Mohammad
Kazem (Second seal from the left), and Mohammad Jafar (Third seal from the left); The seal of Aqa Najaf'is also visible
in the top right section (Khalili, 2007, p. 223).
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Figure 7. Family tree of Najaf-Ali’s ancestors by Dr. Azhand (Azhand, 2012, p. 91).
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Figure 8. Names and signatures of the sayyids officiating

the ceremony at the top of the marriage contract?
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Figure 9. Signatures of the witnesses on the marriage contract.?
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Figure 10. Right: Seal inscription of Mohammad Hassan reading “His servant who hopes [in God], Mohammad Hassan
son of Mohammad Jafar” in Aqa Najaf’s marriage contract; Left: seal inscription of Mohammad Hassan, “The flower of
Mohammad Hassan’s rose garden,” in Shahrbanu’s marriage contract (Karimzadeh Tabrizi, 1984, p. 686)*.
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Figure 11. Marriage contract of Aqa Najaf-Ali and Umm
Kulthum Khanom (1232 AH; 1816-1817 CE). Due to the
document’s color characteristics, all images of this contract
are presented in black and white to better show its compo-
nents and improve the legibility of the handwriting?.
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Figure 12. Mohammad Jafar ibn Mohammad Bager (Aqa Baba Naqqash), illuminated manuscript Qur’an, 1231 AH
(1815-1816 CE), Christie’s auction (A Fine Qajar Half Qur’an, 1815-16 AD).
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