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Abstract

Introduction: The art of the Safavid and Ottoman eras is one of the most important
manifestations of Islamic magnificence, which has significant value and credibility in
various artistic fields, including metalwork. The artists of these two periods started to
create works of artistic value, among which the metal pitchers have remarkable beauty
and sophistication. In the Safavid school, various types of art, including metalwork,
which reflects ritual and religious thoughts and views, grew and flourished. However,
until now, no comprehensive research has been done regarding metal pitchers of the
Safavid and Ottoman eras in comparison with each other, which would lead to a better
understanding of the decorations and inscriptions of the metal pitchers of the two peri-
ods in relation to each other, and understanding that the strongest influence on Ottoman
art derives from Safavid Iranian culture and art. Since the Safavid and Ottoman schools
are two important eras in the promotion of Islamic art and culture, and the Ottoman
government also received influences from Iranian metalworking art after the attack on
Tabriz, research on this becomes a factor to investigate the motifs and decorations of
pitchers.

Purposes & Questions: This research was conducted with the purpose of comparative
study of the form and decorations of inscriptions in metal pitchers of the Safavid and
Ottoman eras, and answered the question of what the similarities and differences are
between the motifs and decorations of the inscriptions of pitchers or Mashrebas. Do
Safavid and Ottoman works reflect their different cultural and social beliefs?
Methods: The research method in this study is carried out with a descriptive-analytical
approach, and its data collection is by library and documentary methods, and the data
analysis method is qualitative. One of the problems of the research is the existence of
very limited resources, especially regarding the metal pitchers of the Ottoman era. As
a result, the researcher limited the study to examining the few samples available in
some museums and selected some representative examples of these pitchers in order
to understand the best aesthetic features of each period. The present research is fun-
damental and in line with a better understanding of the motifs and decorations of the
inscriptions of the metal pitchers of the Ottoman and Safavid periods in comparison
with each other. The research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method
with a comparative approach and with a historical nature in a qualitative manner, and
the method of collecting information was carried out by using library resources, sam-
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pling, and virtual museum databases. The statistical population of the research is the
investigation of motifs and inscription decorations in the Safavid era metal pitchers
compared to the Ottoman era metal pitchers. These works include four representative
examples of pitchers from the Safavid period and four examples from the Ottoman
period. By comparing them, some samples were randomly selected and analyzed using
related criteria in a logical and analogical way. The method of analyzing the works is
based on visual principles and rules, as well as logical and comparative analysis. In the
following, the similar aspects and the different aspects of the prominent pictorial de-
tails of the mentioned pitchers are analyzed in tabular form, and the social and cultural
contexts of the sequence of the mentioned traditions are investigated, and at the end, a
diagram is presented to show the number and the type of motifs used in the pitchers of
both periods has been compiled.

Findings & Results: In the war with Shah Ismail, the Ottoman government took sever-
al artists of the Safavid school to its capital and used Iranian artists and craftsmen in the
production of various art sectors. This influence led to the promotion of the art of the
Safavid era in the Ottoman period. Among these influences are pitchers in the shape of
a dragon’s handle, which were popular in Iran during the Timurid era. During the Safa-
vid period, Ottoman artists were inspired by these forms after interacting with Safavid
art; subsequently, they incorporated these motifs into their own vessel designs. The
results show that paying attention to details and small works and writing inscriptions
such as poems and supplications in Thuluth and Nastaliq scripts, which express Shia
and religious beliefs and Iranian artists’ interest in poets, are more obvious in Safavid
pitchers. Whereas in the Ottoman school, simple and more decorative motifs often
appear in the form of flowers, and the inscriptions do not express religious beliefs, but
generally include the names of the builders and poems of the poets who dedicated it. In
addition, Ottoman art is influenced by Iranian art, especially the Safavid period, in the
use of some motifs.

Keywords: Metal pitchers, Safavid period, Ottoman period, Motifs, Inscription deco-
rations.
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Figure 1. An Example of a Safavid Era Bronze Pitcher
(Bronze Jug with Persian Verses, 910 AH / 1505 CE)
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Figure 2. Persian Verses on a Bronze Pitcher from the Safavid
Era (Bronze Jug with Persian Verses, 1505 CE/ 910 AH)

604K (gl el 5 iy LAl 4 (ol el
3 5o &5 i 5a3 o i e LIS @ 4y 5 ]
ioaal sael Guia (VYVY) ladas Siajs oo 8305 ol
uﬁﬂxoiajﬂu\sdﬂﬁb\i&ﬁ@m\(ﬁé}&s»
K )68 4 Jladl cranad jo (Bl el 9 o)l I3
slasylasl 5o &S el wlEX C\‘)s dol you g
u|‘)4.7.| L;L&S.B ) ) Lo ATV GAl o late

L esu0m 5 ol aile Slralsa b ¥ 58 0
AVAY i 53) wad oo (,8a318) (LS 50 850
slaa, sy 5 b 3 Slaie (5553050l (VAV . pa
W ol (oot s FSod slassdS (g5
S o gl alg Lo 1) Gla g e Bl
S Sged @S0 5 Ghisale e
5 Gosas Saw Gined 5 53850 bl (S
g o 5 Sl 0,al g e slas sl
LA g o el ol Gl 58 (508 e
3 3) el 8353 il 3l s I (LIG
59 laie 35 Sia (WASIVE o ATAY
lassiS @S5k HISaT &l58b 5 3o aas 03
Cad 0 1y oA eddie S g sadla, Sio
OB 53 a3 58 el 5o 50 LS (B8 5 e
a3 LS (B8 0 g 00 LIS 4 aaail 08 A8
o odle sl pe salls S5 e L Lt LD
JEa Gl (08 5 Fod laSiw (g5 s
lacio Bia a4 Gl S Slaie IS5 (258
SIS 58 5 ISl 53 o a4 50 SIS
5SS JSal L G aasdly 5 aas (58 5 Slale
S Y piane coy i alSia il oo el Sk
g5 o0 saaas aali glalie (668 685, Ol Ha sISHB
sy g,y KeaS sla yulall 4 LA._\:L)‘JJA ‘z:ﬁu.‘.A Léﬁf.la.u
Jal 5 080 wre) by SIS, slakin 0 Sls
O o9 55 olSLue (inas wsdipe S5
K sladila b K e G5n IS L o) yan 650
9 0835199 08 DAL S gl oo S sane 595 Biles Babs
aas oo SBOL 1 (oot @il MalS (65850 an s

(Turkish Cultural Foundation, n.d.)
R o Oad G, ubied (A Gl o
Goab, gl slalE ol s K sla S5
OB b OS5 Il liblas (6l Slaie
8908 9358 3l sl g (Brre i hilai— dua s
calgins s Gl Slde 5 sha 3B slass
L lagy ) gl olids 5 QB Gaalad 5 dwalio 4
aod Sy o oo (2laSal, B ss S ksl SuSG
2l 6590 59 (ol (LSS (38 (sla S5 Sige.

oo wge slasus (5 )liudigs Gliai s g gl

(oS sa0a)lgaliony )
oled) lgige age ol (5318 laks b Lyl o
Swsias sehio age Bk ) A S sl
S Ly al yo adaa sl wiiily lald o3 o (gle5a

el sasaind sl lasss
aled! /PA-F s /(aa0 3] 50 G aas 0 53)
28 saagd sl S —()b el



PN AU
dals eKJ}'}J,&A oSl

Yo
VEO 5le Wosslads

(Olsomsds a5 wiile SI8 B agh oo 30 e (0l )
5 coatablal sl cla]l ! Sialas (355 b
S Lad Gl el 5,58 0ol SLASS il BB
sole (oldd Ol S5 oo Soti g ead 5y GIB 5 ok
03 By pgo Cpl € s paalia il wledds 3
AL &) gldie suae 53 lads piie (8
ks K gl JSuSs HUS Hu clle 5 (Ae (slnd
3 shae oludsd STl ( podleul i 5L sl S5
GRS 5 (B8 0 age (ol 4S ol (18 5 £k
S5 oS e e 5o fonal saalitia o5 35 il
Al @i jo saay 5 ouay Lo oS Sl
(st S5l Gsesla b g aals o 5o Ghs ela

Wil e G saiay i ol s lae S, oK
0599 LSS G Gsad S f ¥ el o
a8l ol el o G WA Jle Lo € Lsie
= oSl L «S uad o saaline wad
GoSGa 5 () g5 858 5 Wb b 5 saddial
S 580 LK 55 0l O sulaal ol 48 S o 5
oot OlSule cul sasloiusds (5o 5a88 840
SOSHE (Shugy 59 (2 939 Ol e b slllie o
@S5I alal 15 8550 Cnl (LIS58 (s sie B, 50
8099 ladSs 1y S ge 55 ilape (S50 8599
Oy s8I L 1 a5 bl (IS ghds 450
JolS5 i Losha gliady 5o €L 50 ,S ks
slad gad & saw o) Jol dadh 9 aSes 5 el
OLSule) wile S0 33 Gl sas 550 5l sl 4 Blate
L okl 5o @MaiS YV oo AYAC (S5 5a
OSEaua by 6 (g8t suidig g G sandie Oyl
st JToled (lesans 0ol e uslgie 5 Sly
S 50 4 3.0 WA Jla LAV salan 595 oalsl 4o
G e s Tsds &l ya 5 Ha 98 el
S Oy sadaiali 855k G 3 a8 5 (S5 5l
IS5 3o pn 058 sl s plosas el
Boss Sk o s slattla (et abia
Sldie Glaieyia b g o SN €l g0
oalesl 5 (AL (58 by o sl LSS S o
Loolas S w3 (a b ausk 5 Loy Saols
9 el TS B0 sl 5 (oMb 5 (Slest K5,
3 Y sreal) Sl sl T @ oSty (2lo)
Wl 95 o b s o)) sieds Lau ) S (iaan (¢
il o Jah ol siae 3l g olanly 5 culea Sk
S ams 83550 sloainl i glads LSS 4 S0l Ut
© Ohste 5 Ohusas Oled oo Ladsie soson

V0o dushin S50 iy @lAKS 5l digad ¥ gead

(.Amber Coffey, n.d) ;,lieilaslh calya (5.0 AVA Gie il
Figure 3. Brass Ewer, Safavid Period, 918 AH/ 1512-1513
CE.,Height: 16.5cm,Herat,Afghanistan(AmberCoffey,n.d.)
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Figure 4. Example of Ornamental Motifs on a Brass
Ewer from the Safavid Period, 918 AH / 1512-13 CE.
Height: 16.5 cm, Herat, Afghanistan (Amber Coffey, n.d.)
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(Dragon-Handled Jug with Inscription, Early 16th century)
Figure 5. Dragon Handled Jug with Silver and Gold Inlay and
a Fine Naskh Inscription around the Neck, 925 AH/ 1519 CE.
Height: 14.3 cm, Attributed to Herat, Afghanistan (Dragon
Handled Jug with Inscription, Early 16th Century)

G902 saeleol 5 ol (B8 5 (gl pa3 N g g
(36 AY0 Mb 6,8 e b Lau3) juw dis U (gl ydin
Olielas) ol 3o 4 O geuie o LV Y
(Dragon-Handled Jug with Inscription, Early 16th century)
Figure 6. Example of Spiral and Arabesque Motifs on a
Dragon Handled Jug with Silver and Gold Inlay, 925 AH /
1519 CE. Height: 14.3 cmsAttributed to Herat, Afghanistan
(Dragon Handled Jug with Inscription, Early 16th Century).
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(Dragon-Handled Jug with Inscription, Early 16th century)
Figure 7. Example of Spiral and Arabesque Motifs on a
Dragon Handled Jug with Silver and Gold Inlay, 925 AH /
1519 CE. Height: 14.3 cm s Attributed to Herat, Afghanistan
(Dragon Handled Jug with Inscription, Early 16th Century).
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Figure 8. Brass Jug, Safavid Period, 957 AH/ 1550-51
CE. Height: 16.5 cm.
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Figure 9. Relief Carved Arabesque Decorations on a Brass
Jug, Safavid Period, 957 AH/ 1550-51 CE. Height: 16.5 cm
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(Safavid Tinned Brass Ewer ‘Aftabe’, 16th Century)
Figure 11. Example of Floral Decorations on Brass
Ewers from the Isfahan School, Safavid Period, 1042
AH / 1632-33 CE. Height: 40 cm. Isfahan, Iran (Safavid
Tinned Brass Ewer “Aftabe”, 16th Century)
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(Safavid Tinned Brass Ewer ‘Aftabe’, 16th Century)
Figure 10. Example of Brass Ewers from the Isfahan
School, Safavid Period, 1042 AH / 1632-33 CE. Height:
40 cm. Isfahan, Iran (Safavid Tinned Brass Ewer
“Aftabe”, 16th Century)
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(Safavid Tinned Brass Ewer ‘Aftabe’, 16th Century)
Figure 12. Example of Calligraphic Inscriptions on Brass Ewers from the Isfahan School, Safavid Period, 1042 AH /
1632-33 CE. Height: 40 cm. Isfahan, Iran (Safavid Tinned Brass Ewer “Aftabe”, 16th Century)
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(SafavidJugwithElaborateSilverDécor, 1 7th-18thcentury)
Figure 13. Brass Jug, Safavid Period, 1060 AH / 165051
CE. Height: 18 cm. Iran (Safavid Jug with Elaborate
Silver Décor, 17th—18th Century)
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(Safavid JugwithElaborateSilverDécor, 1 7th-18thcentury)
Figure 14. Thuluth Calligraphic Inscription with the
Theme of Patience and Deliverance (Patience and Relief,”
andPatience Is the Key; Deliverance Is Near”), Arranged
in a Circular Band around the Convex Body of a Brass Jug,
Safavid Period, 1060 AH/1650-51 CE. Height: 18 cm. Iran
(SafavidJugwithElaborateSilver Décor, 1 7th—18thCentury)
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Figure 15. Gilt Silver Jug with a Dragon Shaped Lid and
Handle, Ottoman Turkish Period, 931-956 AH/ 15241549
CE (Jug, 1500)
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Figure 16. Floral and Arabesque Motifs on a Gilt Silver Jug,
Ottoman Turkish Period, 931-956 AH / 1524-1549 CE
(Jug, 1500)
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Figure 17. Example of Gilded and Silver Inlaid Jugs with Raised
Chasing and a Cast Dragon Shaped Handle, Ottoman Period,
Comparable to Timurid and Safavid Examples, 957 AH/ ca.
1550 CE. Height: 11.8 cm. Ottoman Empire (Jug, ca. 1550 CE)
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Figure 18. Floral Motifs Including Lotus and Palmette, Tulip,
and Rose on a Gilded and Silver Inlaid Jug, Ottoman Period,
957 AH/ ca. 1550 CE. Height: 11.8 cm. Ottoman Empire (Jug,
ca. 1550 CE)
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Figure 19. Silver Jug with a Cylindrical Neck and an S Shaped
Handle with a Dragon Like Head, Decorated with Scrollwork
Arabesques Featuring Distinctive Leaf, Lotus, and Palmette
Motifs, Ottoman Period, 957 AH/ ca. 1550 CE. Height: 12.8 cm
(A Love Letter to Beirut at Sotheby’s Dubai, 2024)
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Figure 20. Greek Inscription with Chained Multi Faceted Finials
Engraved on Silver Jugs, Ottoman Period, 957 AH/ ca. 1550 CE.
Height: 12.8 cm (A Love Letterto Beirutat Sotheby’s Dubai, 2024)
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Figure 21. Silver Inlaid and Gilt Tankard, Ottoman Period, 957
AH/ ca. 1550 CE. Balkans or Turkey (Tankard, 16th Century)
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Figure 22. Silver Inlaid and Gilt Tankard with a Dynamic and
Asymmetrical Composition, Ottoman Period, 957 AH/ ca. 1550
CE. Balkans or Turkey (Tankard, 16th Century) (Jug, 1500)
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Figure 23. Example of Gilt Copper Mashrabahs Intended for
Display in Open Niches of Reception Rooms and Upper Story
Residential Spaces, Ottoman Period, 10th Century AH / 16th
Century CE. Height: 28.4 cm (Ewer, 16th Century)
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Figure 24. Abstract Motifs on a Gilt Copper Mashrabah
Intended for Display in Open Niches of Reception Rooms and
Upper Story Residential Spaces, Ottoman Period, 10th Century
AH/ 16th Century CE. Height: 28 4 cm (Ewer, 16th Century)
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Figure 25. Gilt Copper Water Vessel (Tombak) Inspired by
Central European Forms, 1008 AH/ 15991600 CE. Height:
26.6 cm, Iznik, Ottoman Turkey (A Gilt Copper [Tombak]
Covered Tankard, Early 17th Century)
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Figure 26. Floral Decorations on a Gilt Copper (Tombak)
Water Vessel Inspired by Central European Forms, 1008 AH /

1599-1600 CE. Height: 26.6 cm, Iznik, Ottoman Turkey (A Gilt

Copper [Tombak] Covered Tankard, Early 17th Century)
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Table 1. A Comparative Study of Similarities and Differences in the Motifs of Safavid and Ottoman Jugs
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Table 5. An Analysis of the Motifs of Ottoman Metal Jugs Presented in Table 3

bS5 bs g SIS SiiS g9 Slede pac G gl
a5 oatiosles gl - N O (lgte (SdcaS o c ‘
Sl oslial l5ee s 5 sy s J5 eyl ol ool )
o g )lgs slaliul) (sl - siouie bglas o LMI | 3l ool liae ok g3
8 5 IS a5 Lo 51 e slaisys | S S O SlacSisys ol bei Za @0
iLeie yas sbSs)s o lab lote e
Sl 5 £l o Sl - < Lose <
[
e e Xop)ee Sy Ve VP50 pglas
BN 5 Lo okl - 30,5 YO
S sasosles oo - S bslas kel oyjlyte (someS S eyl oalS s
v s o3l 5 b P
s 5 caionin slalial, sl - 51 oolizl Q\;?,, S 3‘..99.‘ . @»J“ 3. R
5558 [ (Foue bghs G 5l eslaal 5 s 3l eslatul ylyee
hoy b5 JURSPIINE TR O INE S o JOPSPINE SRR 4
ol g b o Sl - Sl Slee Slete
0abasdS 5 Sl )d (sl - Qo Ve Qo0 VO doy Ve

e el e y3lge G J5 elgil o oalS b

¢ s . i bglas
oS satioslus jbgii - sk bglas- Slopls s bigy Lty i)
5 o090 g i3l slaliuly l)ls - bl ‘tQ 4 Ja;:;o SueaS i! o»)LDw,JI“O‘).:A sy S 25 L ol o
S GnLa:"" yas LSS0 )il ob Sy a5 ) S o
_ rac XS 0 il h
e g Las 5l a5 S - s e el 1 ol fés'*it“*-
ol 5 8t o il - . w2 Y0 S g il ol =y
oM 5y bei - YO glae pas sbbSs,0
[SW-RRY “
g Yoos)A sl
¢ i o $ slol o alS igis
oS oudosle sl e byl oyl oy3lgte (satcaS 5 JS &5 ‘u-'f”"sj
. SR (39 (ool 5 o9
5 &o30 9 B8l slalinl) ghyls - 3 ooliztul 550 spls g by © s
(S (Foue bghs GdaeeS 5l eslaial le okl osliil -
. = N =z =z -, . - 5 ool .
s 5 L 5l s 5 S - JUPSPIINE 2 e 6o, o il )‘:::’u&ﬁa;’];
Ry H p) =
e 3 g o ST - e e e
oy Ve KSR

odbdoMS g Ll )d Gl — oy Ve




PN AU
Jal o8l om0 ails

7\

\\‘~G,L@+Wa,L~i

0 Jgan dalyl

_ - e bk Ol ¢ojlgte oS O oaBosk (LS sk
[P C S O W - § eslizl lyee sl g 4l
Sl9o 5 omie ol slyl - S bl xS 5 5l eolaul 50 Uoeis jl eslawl oy
s g s 5l s 5 S - yas LS, yas LSS0 )l yas LSS, olS
ok 5 £ e Sl - < < <
Qoys Ve Qe ,0 YO KWSRRRE
Sois bghs
c e.n s ¢ olle olE Seis
LS &l 5 adly o - { osliznd -l ) 5 elgil e oolS s
o I e o5 e 5 lyte SaeS 5| A (g soell 5 o)
$o9es 5 B8l slabiul,y sl - S bghs " ] o )
fiie e oS0 G 5 3l eolail 5 gl eslatul oy
) o e ’ Qo YO )l yae LS, olS
v 5 bl ad 5 S - = Slaie
. : < Voo
o 5 b o S e sogs Ve

leie 4S5 LA (58 (sole Laala bl g 505 ) g

Diagram 1. Statistical Population Analysis of the Motifs of Ottoman Turkish Jugs
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Diagram 2. Statistical Population Analysis of the Motifs of Safavid Metal Jugs
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