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Abstract

Introduction: Persian miniature painting, through its close association with artistic
disciplines such as painting, poetry, and calligraphy, underwent a process of evolution
across various Islamic periods. The most extensive use of architectural ornamenta-
tion and related elements can be observed between the 9th and 11th centuries AH,
particularly in the Herat School and the Second Tabriz School. Within this context,
doors and windows in miniature painting offer a significant visual narrative, as their
depiction reflects the artistic and technical characteristics of the real world. Accord-
ing to the literature and historical studies of Iranian architecture, doors and windows,
as functional architectural components, played an essential role in ensuring light and
ventilation within buildings. Wooden architectural elements, however, have received
comparatively little scholarly attention due to the passage of time and the exposure of
buildings to natural and human factors. Persian miniature painting belongs to the cate-
gory of traditional arts and follows a distinctive visual language and expressive system.
Through its interaction with painting, poetry, and calligraphy, it evolved throughout
Islamic periods, particularly from the Ilkhanid to the Safavid era. In this framework,
the broadest incorporation of architectural representation—and consequently its dec-
orative and structural elements—appears during the 9th to 11th centuries AH, most
clearly in the Herat and Second Tabriz schools. It can therefore be argued that doors
and windows depicted within the architectural spaces of miniature paintings convey a
considerable range of artistic and technical characteristics related to woodworking and
carpentry in historical buildings.

Purposes & Questions: The aim of this research is a typological study of doors and
windows represented in Timurid and Safavid miniature paintings from artistic and
technical perspectives. Accordingly, the central question is: From artistic and technical
viewpoints, into how many categories can doors and windows in the miniatures of
this period be classified, and what similarities and differences can be identified among
them? The research seeks to determine how these elements can be categorized and to
identify their points of similarity and distinction.

Methods: According to the research aims and questions, it is necessary to compare
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these pictorial representations with surviving examples from historical buildings and
museum collections of the same period to clarify the correspondence between artistic
depiction and architectural reality, the painter’s fidelity to observed forms, and the gen-
eral formal and stylistic characteristics of doors and windows in historical architecture.
In terms of purpose, the research is applied and follows a descriptive, analytical, and
comparative methodology. Data collection was conducted through library research us-
ing primary sources on miniature painting as well as searches of museum and archival
websites. The statistical population consists of 120 miniatures from the Timurid and
Safavid periods that include architectural structures in which doors and windows are
depicted. Samples were selected through purposive sampling based on comparability
(representativeness). The qualitative analysis was conducted in three stages: descrip-
tion, evaluation, and analysis of visual and technical factors. The study first examines
the position of doors and windows in Iranian culture and their functional role in both
reality and pictorial representation. It then identifies architectural elements in historical
reality and their visual representation in miniatures as historical documents, followed
by an assessment of the characteristics of the paintings and an analysis of the degree
of correspondence between pictorial representation and architectural reality, based on
surviving architectural evidence from the same period.

Findings and Results: The results indicate that doors and windows in the Timurid
and Safavid periods can be classified according to placement, function, form, deco-
ration, frequency, mode of depiction, and spatial positioning. Doors are divided into
two types—main entrance doors and interior doors—and function both as architectural
ornamentation and as scenic elements. Their forms include rectangular, mihrab-shaped,
and arched types, either decorated with inscriptions or without inscriptions. Windows
and balconies are categorized into four types: window, Shabak (lattice screen), Ro-
shandan (clerestory opening), and Darafarin. Modes of depiction include open, semi-
open, and closed states. Windows and balconies appear more frequently overall and are
placed in diverse spatial configurations. Decorative elements fall into three main cate-
gories—geometric knotwork, arabesque (Eslimi), and Khata’i motifs—executed using
techniques such as latticework, carving, relief carving, and Khatam marquetry. Most
geometric patterns are based on hexagonal and octagonal structures. The materials used
are primarily wooden elements, including enamel work, carving, and Khatam, as well
as combinations of wood and metal. The decorative crown element appears exclusively
on Safavid-period entrance doors, while mihrab-shaped forms occur more frequently in
the Timurid period than in the Safavid period.

Keywords: Safavid miniature, Timurid miniature, Wooden doors and windows.
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Figure 1. The Sons of Fereydun Accompany the Daugh-
ters of the King of Sarv, Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasp
(Canby, 2011, p. 48)
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Figure 2. Festivities at the Court of Sultan Husayn Bayqa-
ra, Bustan of Sa‘di (Bahari, 1997, p. 102)
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Figure 4. The Coronation of Shapur II, Folio 538 of the
Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasp, Safavid Period
(Muzaffar ‘Ali, ca. 1525-30 CE)
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lead Wil g s (ae)y (550 o2 98 S8y B
Las sady (fa S sualdio pgdda | bl 5 090
S g b S s ol B 55 psa i o
L 2ol Satie o) gemts w58 13 il 5o Jalia
4..51..3“,;;“456;& ﬁda‘,b.cu‘aw\ﬁl’;
‘)JIJ.AL.:_\LJ_\.\LAAJA_\.\&JJULAJLLU&JSJA

(¥ 5

ol 5SS yu ety 9 p3a SIS
s g Galis gl o Gl Do Jaae s aas]
QJJS J9das (_;‘J:s olers o (gaicy Wilss S
2l Sl a o e aolls 5 Lad gu G bLS)
oo AYVO wal)y Glal) @)hlson s sbad 4
3000 301 51 4S oLl L 4 oS 4 5,5 (oA
A8 5358 L 9 Julad gl i oo 5L Sus
by celiia b soal 5 S ama Ll gas <l b
las KVA-70N JL‘ byl J/d «< BB (A3 g
15,1 5 3 ol 5,518 1S e s |5 30
Slasl ol (5550 ldd 5 Ly o0 slad Sl

03 s g (6 sl Shy Llas
slas, & o =R ‘5\.&5‘)?..1;: K)
Lin ke /90-VY/ (5 5iam 5 (5555
T S o e pranm saal = Aads



PN AU
dals eKJ}'}J,&A oSl

\A4
V-0 e W s slads

o b end o Shud a8l (pae g ,ad Il
sdge Al SIS pi b s yady oS o Ll
St 5 gelia 5 Ly 3 ke 545 553 a3
Lo (58 5 (g0 g.55 5l e (s SL180 Lagaas
M‘\,Su.nu.fjualmﬁaﬁ;ﬁ@.u‘bdy‘:wy
S e Jool s ol piidn 5 wal SHyate
99 sanSlaa Lo 58 6 5a0 ) ol 80 S Laa w5
90 O S« S, gm0 ¥ ol o glite o
aud o Slae il ity Hlaslenus g il faa)
Y ogd oo Gad @ b Gad g, ple g ajla 3o l,
il Gal i3 b adly G dluas W55 e
Gl g ol BlE Gy Sy Glieds sy by
LB S R e
N

SLas I 58 ol b gt oo JLds 5 Galaie (o
S pold ulid ol € spdiee 2l (Sl
pSa ol Gl aase 18085 il 5y (SSae
welid ol (AY e AYAL (gulsa) cuwle
GO 5 s s G Ll e el — Sl
S8 4y 59 (S Bda 5 e le SIS ¢ Syl
OV o b baesaty 5 50 sl o Slae 5 (S 59)
S e JasS3 1 T sbanliny 4y 4

sy solacdlal s 50135 5 50 50 s slars
Ly bl 5 S Sialan 3 e b oyl
b3S Olste 5 clio caaal 5 (5,0 Oxiaen
(oS80 (5SS (LIS IS Gl ael s,
el golare b ddasly oo oAl 5 (g5l pan
Ol solars slas, s (5ol 50 5l e Ol
3 wile olens yealie Lol sladSa .
o9 09 et 5 oSS (uisie dassay
eliiln) il s B LSate calpads ()58
Gl s s ralic o) ot WL ol 5 5 wiiewa By
we YA i guinly) cilsad Lla Ly @
Sl S35 @o50 Gal slas K Lo Grinaa (04
Olse 4BBLlSS 5 wiad 9305 allsl plasl () g (53 9425
Olso (it Lol g5 9 sl Gulial 5 5 03 5 (0
sLead (aals 5 5ady a3 48 daS 5 ¢ sl
Slas) e oS (Puom 5 Puol buas) (ol
Lase g oskie shudl bae Sy Olae coslin (s 5
L oS salen slabi (goladi 8w oo (s lans
LA S5 Ol 4 o ee i 0 Ly LIS 2S
ol ol (0 K0 K s st (o e

Figure 5. Minbar of the Goharshad Mosque, Timurid Period
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Figure 6. From Right: The Chest of Shams al-Din Bidvazi

(Mofakham Mansion, Bojnord) and the Chest of Baba
Rukn al-Din Faruji (Khosruyeh Village), Timurid Period
(Sheikhi, 2016, pp. 168, 191)
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Figure 8. From Right: The Door of the Imamzadeh Abbas,

Sari, and the Door of the Imamzadeh Yahya, Sari, Timurid
Period (Sheikhi, 2016, pp. 133-134)
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Figure 10. Door from the Jameh Mosque of Gorgan,
Timurid Period (Sheikhi, 2016, p. 127)
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Figure 7. From Right: The Door from the Storage of
Sheikh Jam and the Door of the Imamzadeh Mirfenderski, Ali-
abad e Katul, Currently Preserved in the Gorgan Museum
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Figure 11. From Right: Sections of the Door of the Jameh Mosque of Yazd (First and Second Images), a House in
Tabriz, and a House in Ardabil, Safavid Period
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Table 1. Forms of Doors, Windows, and Balconies in the Timurid and Safavid Periods
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(Abd Allah Musawwir, Mid-16th century)

Figure 13. B, (Left). Session of the Mutakallimiin (Abd Allah

Musawwir, Mid 16th Century)

(o2 o) 0 AV 2 gl

ol 3w K o (YWY 0o ATV ) 0 s aS 4 Solan
SO (S50 8358 Baob O S i€ S 05 S50
Lol 5 b slaglle B o oo piiie e

Oliss Ay 5 Gl g 5,80 (el y cracn) Bl NY s gl
G038 8,58 538 Ol loa g Butie Ol (ganes
(Bahari, 1997, p. 148)
Figure 13. A, (Right): Yusuf and Zulaykha, Miniature Painting
from Sa‘di’s Biistan, Chapter on Love and Youth, Golestan e
Honar, Timurid Period (Bahari, 1997, p. 148)
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Table 2. Types of Doors in Timurid and Safavid Miniature Painting
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Table 3. Types of Windows in Timurid and Safavid Miniature Painting

Srge &y
Timurid Type

Sl

REST)

Sl
o8
oSl g

Alias slagias 5ol Holas oy 5 0 186l
F Jsin) el alindle Jol 0, 5S6 S ¥ L
‘;L:;L! ‘):!\9 9.‘.‘.c‘ TLXBX] (SLAJ.:S CAL\:\:‘\)} ‘LAAJKQJJ
heol 3505 sLas il 5o Lol tou s 1 3ae s 45
Lo (ol i sl sa s (s oidin wlin 35 51 sene
Ssa Ble) o8 5 colee alad b Lal caadly 5o
L ooags slael &l 5 dwaia 5o (SSe 500 5 80
B osr Bl (Sa 5 cte (sL8Le) Csn
silesd al

31 solitend onalio (slas sact ilaie il 4 4a 53
Sy RS 5 slieds o sladl b ola S5 5
Slaal b g 50 09 Lss (Sanda s SRalS b (55
olans slad 5 lasas Hup salas sl by, iles
shast 5 osad Boss @olars Lo ol a3
Jrass 5 oty (A8 G L A lelands 4 pdn
ol s (S48 050,80 S glesay 4
&A‘)T‘GJJA&: g‘)jd (5‘.&&)&3}[.} (sum:)‘
slalis o300 @ S ghal alad 5 aSla S5
BERY sS_)ASU_s k) ‘_;.AL..“ S a..\.bl.‘imdle:é (SJLAM
JBl (ssim 550 @m0 0l slalis
bJJ.}Oﬁ‘GL&QJ&J#ﬁ‘JJL&JJ&L&é&Jb.AJ::

GYQJO&\g‘uéS‘&w‘JJﬁWGLAJ‘xJ
Qﬁlg:JYle:Qu‘Jjﬁw‘)‘xdckaué\s(u:'
B Vb 5 Gl Sy s e e L
@l&)lxd ‘J‘ﬁfé 3508 u_.QLcj%_\i_)‘ CAJH‘L.'
K] c.s...ub 3 == CSracy ;(Lu BEISEY T (SLA‘)‘\HJ)
‘J|£Jc.laamw|)3ﬁw‘_}5y ‘_}“J;LAAJ.A..:::
OS e dis by 5 WL 5o S e g ) 5 o e
Jﬁw‘@ﬁ‘)l\ga@mﬂmbj%w
oloea s ok g0 b (usly 9 WL 50 35S 50 5 el
R L I S R B R L (L TXE SRty
ﬁwv‘xdclaucwajﬁw‘ﬂf;t&\
Olses et S Gy 5 b 5o 3Se 5 ol
W%;?JS‘)‘xdclaw&wa%%wx}s‘)ﬁ
P s g Slhans Ol g g 4w 5o Las sy 9 50
390Ss el 5L o g 5848 5L s sla sl
sLas3 (50 Sk bt alla 5 4G5 31,8 4 gad
sadisass Al gla,d divw clla 5 Ll 509,
Solod ataS G 5 5L adlals 50 0 ady o
L Plelod poidn (Sadie 5 Jlabilia) Sheaas
°J\%(@|JJ£‘L)L;‘E“)L$£?L§Q|MJJJS‘$'JJ‘A
Salse (pinad S sass lag) o gaS ook



S (Fuo 5 (S ouls (Fne (o ar) 0 VE g
(VY02 AYAY S 5 (LS 555)
Figure 14. B, (Left). Earthly Intoxication and Divine

Intoxication (Kevorkian & Sicre, 2009, p. 103)
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(Abd al-’Aziz, ca. 1525 CE.)

Figure 14. A, (Right). Safavid Period, Rudabeh’s Hand-
maidens Hastening Back to Her Palace, Attributed to Abd
al ‘AZiz, Tabriz, Iran (Abd al-’Aziz, ca. 1525 CE.)
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Table 4. Geometric Decorations of Doors in Timurid and Safavid Miniature Painting
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Table 5. Arabesque, Khata’i, and Inscriptional Decorations of Doors in the Timurid and Safavid Periods
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Table 6. Geometric Decorations of Windows and Balconies in Timurid and Safavid Miniature Painting
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Table 7. Inscriptional Decorations of Windows and Balconies in the Timurid and Safavid Periods
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Table 2. Types of Doors in Timurid and Safavid Miniature Painting
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