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Abstract

Introduction:Tarikh-i Beyhaghi occupies a distinguished position in Islamic
historiography. Although earlier works such as Tarikh-i Sistan, Tarikh-i Bal’ami, and
Zayn al-Akhbar had already established historical writing in Persian, Beyhaghi’s
contribution extends beyond the mere narration of events. His method integrates precise
administrative details, vivid scene construction, and attention to the sociopolitical
contexts underlying events. This narrative depth transforms the text into a multilayered
source capable of yielding implicit cultural, artistic, and institutional data. As a first-
hand account of the Ghaznavid era, the work is particularly valuable for reconstructing
aspects of material culture and applied arts. The deterioration and loss of many
artistic artifacts from this period have obscured their historical development, leaving
significant gaps in archaeological and stylistic analyses. In such circumstances, written
sources become essential complementary tools for historical reconstruction. Despite
their potential, textual materials have received insufficient attention in contemporary
studies of Iranian applied arts. A close reading of Beyhaghi’s chronicle reveals scattered
yet significant references to courtly objects, production practices, ceremonial settings,
and aesthetic values. These references enable scholars to contextualize surviving
artifacts and to hypothesize about lost traditions. Therefore, this study emphasizes the
historiographical and interdisciplinary importance of Beyhaghi’s History as a critical
textual source for the cultural and artistic history of Islamic Iran in the Ghaznavid
period.

Purposes & Questions: The primary objective of this study is to classify and develop
an analytical model to clarify the history of Iranian applied arts during the Ghaznavid
era based on Tarikh-1 Beyhaghi. The research addresses two questions: (1) Under what
categories can the applied arts of the Ghaznavid period be systematically presented?
(2) What analytical model can determine their quantitative and qualitative status?
Methods: In terms of purpose, this research is fundamental and theoretical;
methodologically, it adopts a qualitative approach. Data were collected through
library and documentary research. As the study seeks to extract historical evidence
concerning applied arts, it relies primarily on the textual analysis of Tarikh-i Beyhaghi
as a complementary historical source. Data analysis was conducted using qualitative
content analysis.

Findings & Results: In response to the first research question, although Beyhaghi
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primarily focuses on official and governmental events in his book, the diversity of his
observations provides substantial evidence regarding artistic production. References
to gift registers, production centers, architectural ornamentation, property inventories,
household goods, and war booty offer significant insights into the material culture of
the Ghaznavid era and allow for the analysis of everyday life, aesthetic standards, and
the social significance of artistic objects. Based on these textual indications, the applied
arts of this period can be categorized into several groups: patterned garments, delicate
and patterned textiles, functional and decorative vessels made of glass, metal, and
pottery, gold and semi-precious jewelry, richly ornamented and multifunctional animal
trappings, predominantly ceremonial or decorative weapons, royal accessories such as
thrones and crowns with rare designs, and various luxurious furnishings and underlays.
These categories not only demonstrate the diversity, sophistication, and aesthetic
refinement of Ghaznavid applied arts, but also reflect functional, symbolic, and even
political and social aspects of material culture, highlighting the interconnection between
art and power. In response to the second research question, assessing the quantitative
and qualitative dimensions of these productions requires systematic and detailed textual
analysis. After identifying the documentary capacities of the source, the frequency of
relevant terms, semantic classification, and contextual associations were examined
according to a predetermined analytical framework. The systematic classification
model employed in this study incorporates explicit and descriptive valuation of objects,
conceptual analysis of the text, and the hypothesis of word proximity, providing a
structured approach for interpreting textual data. Terms denoting excellence, rarity,
durability, or aesthetic quality allow researchers to evaluate perceived value, while
the use of descriptive compounds and adjectives—such as “best,” “hard,” “good,”
“immeasurable,” and “rare”—provides insights into the quality, materials, production
techniques, and visual characteristics of these objects. Furthermore, the juxtaposition
of equivalent and non-equivalent terms enables the estimation of relative importance,
rarity, and production scale of artistic items. Analysis of the semantic relationships
among these terms offers a deeper understanding of the artistic and social priorities of the
Ghaznavid period. By combining qualitative assessment with systematic categorization,
this approach provides a comprehensive method for interpreting historical textual
sources and reconstructing the material, symbolic, and social dimensions of Ghaznavid
applied arts, serving as a foundation for interdisciplinary studies in the history of art
and culture.

Keywords: Ghaznavids, Applied arts, Beyhaghi’s history.
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Figure 2. Double Faced, Double Weft Silk Textile (Double
Faced, Double Wett Silk Textile, n.d.)
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Diagram 7. Description of the Positive Meaning of Evaluative Terms in Descriptive Phrases and Sentences
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Figure 4. Mahmud of Ghazni Wearing a Robe Presented
by al Qadir, the Abbasid Caliph (Rashid al Din Fazl Allah,
1314 CE/ 714 AH)
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Figure 3. Ceramic Bowl (Ceramic Bowl, n.d.)
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Diagram 9. Centers of Production
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Diagram 10. Classification of Decorations Used in Buildings
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Diagram 11. List of Applied Arts in Ceremonial Rituals
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(Figures in the Wall Paintings from one of the Ghaznavid

Palaces at LaskarT Bazar in Central Afghanistan, Probably
Built by Masud I (1030-41), n.d.)

Figure 5. Surviving Mural from the Ghaznavid Period on
the Walls of the Lashkari Bazar Palace Ghaznavid
(Figures in the Wall Paintings from one of the Ghaznavid
Palaces at LaskarT Bazar in Central Afghanistan, Probably

Built by Masud I (1030-41), n.d.)
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Figure 6. Coins of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni (Coins of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni, n.d.)
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Figure 7. Nishapur Cup, Ghaznavid Period

(Carafe Iran, n.d.)
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Diagram 12. Guilds and Professions
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Glazed Ceramic Bowl, Gorgan, Early Islam Period (Glazed Ceramic Bowl, n.d.)
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Diagram 13. List of Applied Arts in Household Furnishings
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