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Analysis of visual features of the murals of Seyyed Rukn al-Din mausoleum’s dome based on
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TThe dominant and fundamental element in a religious architecture is the existence of the dome
element, which was built in different periods in different ways, sometimes simple and sometimes
decorated with special plant motifs and geometric designs. Usually, the structure of religious
buildings and the ornaments used in them have unique features and represent the culture of that
historical period and the style of art and architecture of that era, and the motifs used in the architectural
ornaments can be considered as messages. «Seyyed Rukn al-Din mausoleum” located in Yazd city
is one of the religious buildings left over from the Al-Muzaffar period, and the ornaments used
in it influenced many of the architectural works of the mentioned region. Seyyed Roknanddin
built this as school of Rokniyya and after his death the usage of building altered to mausoleum. In
this study the murals of interior surface of this dome selected to study. The present research, uses
different approach from the conventional methods of studying architectural ornaments, to analyzes
the various layers of motifs used in the ceiling murals of Seyyed Rukn al-Din Mausoleum, and its
purpose is to understand the cultural and political developments of Al-Muzaffar period in Yazd
city, based on the study of the relation between form and meaning in this work. To achieve this
goal, we used Erwin Panofsky’s iconology method to answer these questions: 1- What themes do
the ceiling motifs of Seyyed Rukn al-Din mausoleum contain? 2- What concepts can be obtained
from the iconological reading of these motifs? The research method in this qualitative research is
descriptive-analytical, which is analyzed in three stages according to Ervin Panofsky’s iconological
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approach. Erwin Panofsky>s method in reading images consists of three stages: the first stage is
pre-iconographic description which deals with form analysis, the second stage is iconographic
analysis that determines the relationship between form and subject based on literary sources, and
the third stage 1s iconological interpretation which interprets and identifies the inherent meaning of
the work in the context created. This research is an applied research and data collection has been
done in the field and in the library The conclusion of the studies illustrated: In the stage of pre-
iconography description on the interior surface of the dome of this mausoleum, the formal features
of the murals were described and it depicted that the motifs used include a six-pointed flower,
a six-pointed star, a twelve-sided sun (Shamseh) and its divisions based on numbers five, six,
seven and twelve are designed as the infrastructure of motif design. The ornaments used included
Arabesque traceries and Khataei flowers, Sols and Kufic calligraphy in used in blue (ultramarine),
and the colors are white, red, green and brown tonality which applied with watercolor technique.
Also usage of gilding observed. In the hidden geometry of the dome, seven rings were identified
in the central Shamseh, five hidden rings in the geometry of the dome, and a total of twelve rings
in the composition of motifs defined. In second stage, the subjects and concepts related to the used
motifs were categorized based on the library sources; according on these, the motifs used include
subjects: monotheism and oneness of God, the Prophet of Islam (Mohammad), unity in plurality
and plurality in unity, justice, the twelve Imams of Shiites, the seven heavens, the sacredness of
the number of five in Islam (five principle of faith, five daily prayers , the five sons of Al-Abba),
righteousness, illumination, fertility, authority and glory were identified. In the third stage, the
interpretation of these subjects and the relationship between meanings and forms in the cultural and
social context of that period was discussed. Based on this method, it was found that the motifs used
in this mausoleum, due to the time and the religious beliefs of the builders and architects, have their
roots in Shi’a, and artists have tried to use various decorative elements related to Shi’a to express
the beliefs in this decoration. So, they intended to highlight the glory of their Shi’a beliefs in the
Sunni era of Yazd. From the way of applying and dividing the geometric ruling system under the
dome, it can be understood that artists of this mausoleum was not only, bound on the principles
and aware of the themes and content of numbers, but also they predominated the system of the
hidden geometry that applied in this murals. In fact, the unity and multiplicity in unity, which is
the basis of creation, is in line with the application of the intellectual foundations of the Twelver
Shi’a, therefore, it reveals the strong Islamic-Shi’a thought in the motifs of the ceiling of the dome
of Seyyed Rukn al-Din mausoleum.

Keywords: Islamic Architecture, Seyyed Rukn al-Din mausoleum, visual features, mural,
iconology
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