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far, no independent source has studied them. The questions of this research are: 1.What are the
most important plant drawings used on Parthian coins? 2.Is it possible to understand the religious
beliefs of this period from the plant symbols? In terms of the research method, this research
has described and analyzed the drawings and symbols by using the fieldwork and library-based
method. At first, two hundred and fifty coins in the repository of the Reza Abbasi Museum were
examined and studied. These coins were purchased from individuals and collectors in the years
before the 1979 Revolution and among them, one hundred and thirty coins had plant drawings.
The research also referred to the coins of museums of Sepah Bank and Money Museum with
two samples of coins of Arsaces I and II belonging to the Money Museum, and bronze coins
with plant images belonging to the Sepah Bank Museum. Due to the limitations of museums
regarding photography and providing photographs to the authors, eighty coins were selected for
study; sixty- five of which were Tetradrachms and Drachmas while fifteen coins were Bronze,
which had been designed in Photoshop and Corel softwares. In order to conduct library studies
and to identify the Parthian kings, the Sellwood catalog of Parthian coins has been used. Thus,
at first, the plant motifs, which were used in Parthian coins, were identified. Then, by collecting
information through library research, and relying on the symbolic approach, plant drawings were
studied and checked in order to provide a comprehensive interpretation about plant symbols
which were used on Parthian coins, as well as their function and place in the myths, beliefs, and
rituals of this period.

The results of this study show that the plant motifs which were used in the Parthian period,
include palms, olives, rosettes, grapes, wheat, pomegranates, lilies and oaks. The motifs of palm,
olive, rosette and lilies can be seen in the Tetradrachm and Drachma coins of the Parthian kings,
while the motifs of grapes, wheat, pomegranate and oak can be seen in the Bronze coins, and
according to symbolic issues, it can be said that these arrays are related to Zoroastrian, Mithraic
and Anahita’s religions. In the Parthian period, Zoroastrianism is mixed with other beliefs, which
is seen as the trinity of the gods of Mehr, Anahita and Ormazd, which ultimately indicates the
religious tolerance in this period.
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Coins represent important objects of our cultural heritage and are usually of high artistic and
cultural value. The archaeological issue concerns questions in relation to the iconography, dating,
provenance, and technology of production or authenticity. So, the symbols on the coins are the most
important guide for researchers in recognizing religious beliefs with religious opinions and beliefs
in different historical periods. Myths have played a major role in the culture and art of every nation
for a long time and they have had various usages in different eras and have been manifested in the
narrative stories or visual symbols from the heart of the religions, beliefs, and art of any nation.
Plant motifs have a special place in Iranian thought from the past, which have been sanctified as
symbols and myths in Eastern cultures and have been associated with ancient rituals. Numismatics
is an auxiliary source for recognizing political and economic issues and for explaining historical
periods from which there is limited information about them in written sources. In fact, in some
cases, the design on coins is the only source that provides significant information for researchers,
about the political, cultural, social, and religious structures of a historical period. Therefore, it is
an important source in historical studies and art history. While other sources, especially written
sources, do not have the information on these coins. Despite the importance of coins as first-rate
sources, the knowledge of numismatics from the Parthian period is very incomplete, compared
to other periods in the history of Iran, and studies on coins from this period are more about the
identification of kings and political history, and less about the subject of religion. The symbols on
the coins are the most important guide for researchers to recognize religious beliefs and opinions in
different historical periods. In the culture of ancient Iran, plants and trees have been respected for
a long time. According to the many designs found on seals, beddings, pottery, etc., it can be seen
that some plants had a sacred and mythical place and a particular plant had high importance and
status based on religious and ritual beliefs in different historical periods. The main purposes of this
field research is to identify plant symbols by emphasizing the patterns engraved on Parthian coins,
and to try to study, re-read and interpret plant images in order to identify their place in the religious
and mythological beliefs of this period. The main issue in this study is the lack of resources and so



