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comparing them with each other.

This research showed that these two calligraphers were different regarding the style of writing
which includes the four categories of elongations, circles, singles and dots. Mir Ali ibn Hasan
Tabrizi’schirography followed certain and relative stable rules, but the letters were very diverse
in the Mir Ali ibn Elyas’s work. The shape of (=)with 8 nibs length and 2 nibs height can be
considered as the base pattern in writing elongation letters in the Nizami ’sKhusraw u Shirin
versions. Therefore, the second movements in elongations of the letters (<) ,(<5), and (s) have
been written similar to this pattern. The long elongation was the indicator feature in the Three
Mathnavies, which frequently varies between 7 to 11 nibs. Also, the end of the elongation was
much lower than its beginning in comparisontoKhusraw u Shirin version. Therefore, elongations
and lopsided letters were often unbalanced in this version. The second movement in the round
letters (=) ,(w+) and (J) are the same as the letter (0), because all circular letters in Khusraw
u Shirin version have been written in accordance with () with 3 dotsof opening and 1.5 dots
of height. Tendency and deviation of the round letters to the left, which are more than that of
the letters in Khusraw u Shirin versions,are their common feature, although the circular letters
have appeared with different characteristics in the Three Mathnavies version. The nature of the
single letters in Persian alphabet cannot be considered as a standard for writing of these letters,
but the number of (<) round letter in the Three Mathnavies version was more than the Khusraw
u Shirin version. All the single letters in the Khusraw u Shirin have been generally started from
2 nibs above the base line. The height of (¢) ,(5) ,(2) ,(0) ,(2) ,(2) letters and the first movement
of the letters (&) and (¢) were equal to each other. This measure for single letters in the Three
Mathnavies was equal to 1.5 nibs. The method of writing the dots was completely different in
these two versions. In the Khusraw u Shirin version the dot’s angle was 60 degrees, and the
horizontal diameter of the dots relative to the base line has been 15 degrees toward the left, but
in the Three Mathnavies version, the dot’s angle was 45 degrees and the axis of the points was
parallel to the base line.

Keywords:Calligraphy, Nastaliq, Mir Ali ibn Hasan Tabrizi, Nizami’sKhusraw u Shirin, Mir
Ali ibn ElyasTabrizi.

References: Allieffendi, M. (1990). ManaghebeHonarvaran, translated by T. Sobhani, Tehran:
Soroush Publication.

Blair, Sh. (2013). Text and image in medieval Persian art, Scotland: Edinburgh University Press
Ltd.

Blair, Sh. (2015). Examination the version of the KhwajuKermani’s Divan, translated by M.
Hosseini, Tehran: FarhangestanHonar Press.

Connell, E. (2008). Process in Persian Art, translated by P. Marzban, Volume 5, Tehran: Ellmi o
Farhangi Publishing.

Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler. (http://www.asia.si.edu/explore/nastaiq/mir-ali-
tabrizi.asp).

Ghomi, Gh. A. (2004). GolestanHonar. Edited by A. SoheiliKhansari, Tehran: Manuchehri
Publishing.

Grabar, O. (2004). A review of Persian Painting, Translated by M. VahdatiDaneshmand, Tehran:
FarhangestanHonar Press.

Gray, B. (2006). Persian painting, Translated by A. Sharveh, Tehran: DonyaeNou.

Haghighat, A. R. (2006). History of National Art and Iranian Artists, Tehran: Koomesh
Publishing.

Abstract 20/132

Spring 2019 - NO49



Abstract 19/133

Spring 2019 - NO49

Scientific Quarterly Journal faculty of art Shahed university

Comparative Study of Chirography ofMir Ali ibn Hasan Tabrizi with Mir Ali ibn
ElyasTabriziBased on the Nizami’sKhusraw u Shirin (Freer Gallery, 3134) and

KhwajuKermani’s “Three Mathnavies” (British Library, 18113)

Fatemeh Shahkolahi, M.A. in Art Research, Shiraz University, Fars Province, Tehran,Iran.
Recieved: 2018/06/20 Accepted: 2019/01/10

......

Mir Ali ibn Hasan Tabrizi, known as the «Qudwat al-KuttabMoalay» (the pioneer of superior
calligraphers) and Mir Ali ibn ElyasTabrizi, were two famous calligraphers of the Jalayerid era in
Baghdad. The only credible signed work of Mir Ali ibn Hasan Tabrizi was a Nizami’sKhusraw
u Shirin manuscript (Freer Gallery, 3134) and the most well-known work of Mir Ali ibn
ElyasTabrizi was the illustrated version of KhwajuKermani ’s “Three Mathnavies” namely
Homay o Homayun, The Kamal-Namah and the Raudatul-Anwar, (British Library, 18113). In the
treatise of the calligraphy, the name of Mir Ali ibn Hasan Tabrizi has been mentioned as the first
person whoinferred the calligraphy of Nastaliq from the Naskh and Taligscriptsandestablished
adistinct rule for this writing style. Although there is a lot of discussion about the creativity or
clarity of Mir Ali ibn Hasan Tabrizi’s work, all the scholars have emphasized on its great power
and influence on the principles of the Nastaliq calligraphy. There is not much information about
Mir Ali ibn ElyasTabrizi, except Ghazi Ahmad Mir MonshiQomi’s writing (historian of the court
of the SafavidShah Abbas) in GolestanHonarwhich referred to the existence of two calligraphers
by the name of Mir Ali in Nastaliq in the 9th century A. H./ 15 A. D. one of whom was Mir Ali,
son of Elyas. It is likely that these fellow-citizen contemporary and homonymous calligraphers,
whosefathers’ names differed, were also different in terms of the way of writing and chirography.
Therefore, these two manuscripts have been studied and compared in this study.

The purpose of this study is to identify the writing style of each of these two calligraphers
based on the Nizami ’s Khusraw u Shirin manuscript (Freer Gallery, 3134) and the version of
KhwajuKermani ’s “Three Mathnavies” (British Library, 18113). It also tried to answer this
question: what are the differences between the Mir Ali ibn Hasan Tabrizi’s and Mir Ali ibn
ElyasTabrizi’s styles? In terms of objective, this is a basic research, but regarding its nature and
method, it is a descriptive-analytical one with a comparative approach. The data was collected
using library sources (written documents)and fieldwork (direct observation) methods. Using
fieldwork method, each Persian alphabet was sampled from the Khusraw u Shirin and Three
Mathnaviesversion, then they have been linearly drawn for analyzing the shape of the letters and



