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— comparative — analytical approach. The information is collected through library research
(studying library resources) and field study (investigating the samples of various inside and
outside museums) as well as studying 50 distinctive samples (of the 70 inscribed samples, 25
samples were selected from each period) from two periods which are mainly kept in museums
inside of the country such as the National museum, Reza Abbasi, Mostazafan Foundation,
Golestan Palace, Kerman Military Museums, Bandar Anzali, Afifabad Shiraz, as well as
using the website of some of the museums and collections outside of the country such as
the Victoria and Albert Museum, Hermitage Museum, Qatar Museum, Caravana Collection,
Christie>s Auction in the United States and Bonhams in London. According to the findings
of the research, the religious inscriptions of the Safavid and Qajar swords indicate types of
Qur>anic verses, qualified names of God, prayer and talisman, chivalrous narration, seeking
help of prophets and Imams and Baduh that are often written in Naskh and Thuluth scripts;
using inlaying and engraving techniques. The type of selected script is not related to the type
of inscription. The importance and effect of religious inscriptions regarding the choice of
these methods of working on metals, which had characteristics such as strength and resistance
to wear and tear, as well as the ability to function with elegance and beauty, should not be
ignored. According to the studies conducted on the selected samples, in terms of quantity,
the use of different types of religious inscriptions on the swords of the Safavid and Qajar
periods, Qur>anic inscriptions, prayer and talisman and qualified names of God had the
highest statistical distribution. The early inscriptions, Baduh, seeking help of prophets and
Imams and chivalrous narration had the next highest importance. The use of these types of
inscriptions with talisman and protective aspect have been influenced by the religious beliefs
and attitudes of the swords’ artists and the owners, for the psychological support of warriors,
as well as for association of God’s presence as a supporter and helper in war; even if the wars
weren’t aimed at strengthening religious and Islamic rites. Since the advent of Islam, up to
present day, the Shiites and the followers of Imams have been trying to show their devotion
and reverence for them in various forms, especially in artifacts.
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Social and religious beliefs and values have always influenced architecture, urban planning
and arts. After Islam, inspiration from Islamic values and beliefs are evident in the creation
of artworks. Since the Safavid era, the Shia faith became the official faith of the Persians; the
relationship between the faith and different fields (especially arts) grow stronger. Religious
concepts and beliefs in the Safavid and Qajar periods are reflected on various objects including
metal, pottery, tiles, paintings and even textiles. One of its effects has been in the decoration
of weapons, especially swords and this effect is more obvious in the field of inscription of
data. In these two periods, artists have used a variety of ornamental motifs such as floral,
geometric, human, animal and epigraphic motifs to adorn the swords. The focus of the present
study was on inscriptions containing religious themes on swords. Inscription or calligraphy
can be considered as one of the most important decorative motifs of Islamic art, especially in
metalworking where the manifestation of the spirit of Islamic art and its religious aspects have
added to the value and importance of such designs among Islamic artists and craftsmen. Sword
making is one of the industries that has been widespread in the Safavid and Qajar periods.
Epigraphic motifs are one of the decorative components in the art of Islamic metalworking,
and the Iranian artist and craftsman, in addition to registering the owner and the creator (artist),
using Qur>anic verses and prayers, etc., has used calligraphy as a decorative element. The
selection of swords from different types of weapons in this study is intended to limit the scope
of the subject, as well as the considerable variety of inscriptions used on this weapon. The main
purposes of this study have been to classify the characteristics of the swords> Inscriptions in
terms of form and content in these periods, and to explain the relationship between the content
of inscriptions and religious beliefs in the Safavid and Qajar periods. It should be noted that
in these periods, the sword has had ceremonial, symbolic and military uses. During the Qajar
period, with the expansion of the use of firearms, the ceremonial use of white arms, especially
the sword, became more prominent, but this feature didn>t diminish its combat effectiveness.
The authors are concerned with answering two questions: what kinds of religious inscriptions
have been used on the Safavid and Qajar swords, and what writing scripts and techniques have
been used on swords? And finally, what was the relationship between the inscription>s content
and religious beliefs in the Safavid and Qajar periods? The present study uses a descriptive
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