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Literary-artistic texts are better known and decoded in the context of their formation. Codes
of artwork are seriously affected by the semantic roots from which the work develops. That
is why a text in different periods has different implications. The story of Joseph is one of the
stories that has been considered in the sacred texts of the Torah and the Qur’an, art, literature
and mysticism of various eras, and over the years, artists, poets, and moviemakers have paid
much attention to it. Joseph’s narrative has been expressed in a special way in each period
in accordance with the paradigm of time and with the effects that the author has had on the
narration in the context of its formation, and in recreating the work, different sub-narratives
have been used in creating the text, and it has considered the use of the story, the theme or the
representation of a sub-narrative of a section of the narrative in various arts and media.This
study intends to examine Joseph’s narrative in an intertextual manner in literary, artistic and
religious texts, as well as cultural, social and historical influences, the author’s personal life
in narration, and myth analysis in different periods of creation, and the expression manner
in each media. In the narrations mentioned from the story of Joseph in different texts, the
various relations of the texts in terms of form and meaning are mentioned, which is called
intertextuality. But what is considered today in the field of literary criticism and theories as
intertextuality, is not simply the expression of the relationship between texts. Intertextuality
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expresses the relationship and intersection of texts in different cultures throughout the history
of human life, which are influenced by each other due to the nature of social life and cultural
proportions and interactions. The creation of new texts with new approaches exposes them
to the «reading» of other generations, and in fact it is the intersection and connection of
texts that leads to their evolution. Narratives on art, literature and love have made a great
contribution in the relationship between culture and the depth of society and people, as well
as the fusion of different nations and cultures with each other, and love in this narrative, as
a comprehensive theme for creating art and literature and creating interaction between the
dominant culture of the time and the people, is of interest. Joseph’s story has a religious
origin and is introduced in the holy books of Judaism and Islam, and has since been widely
discussed in religious and mystical interpretations, as well as art and literature. This research
aims to: 1- Identify the considered elements and the components used in Joseph’s narrative
in different periods of recreating the narrative in the media and used in that time and culture
(literature and visual arts) and to 2- Identify the similarities and differences of this narrative in
different literary, artistic and sacred texts, studies the intertextuality of this narrative. It seeks
to answer the following questions: 1- How have the context of time, community culture and
the type of creator’s attitude influenced how the narrative is presented in the context and
the use of the sub-narratives? 2. What are the similarities and differences of this narrative
in different literary, artistic and sacred texts? The research method is descriptive-analytical
with a comparative approach and the collection of materials is documentary. In data analysis,
the use of narrative and sub-narratives in each medium were examined separately and then
matched with each other. This research aims to discover the changes and differences in the
narratives of Joseph and the pattern of narrative of Joseph in different times, and to look at
this romantic myth in the cultural context of the time of recreation. Then, the intertextuality
method is used to analyze the myths and to match the texts with each other. In the analysis
method, first the religious texts and their processing method are examined according to
the narration, and then these processing methods, in each of the sources of Torah, Quran,
Haft Awrang, Behzad’s drawing and Farshchian’s paintings, are analyzed and matched. The
results show that the use of sub-narratives, changes in narrative style at different times, the
effects of society on narration at different times, the influence of the author and the pattern of
time on the effect and its impact on society make it widely used in the arts, especially in the
contemporary arts. The expression of this narrative and the use of sub-narratives have varied
over time and according to socio-cultural requirements. While emphasizing the essence of
the story (Qur’an and Torah ), artists have considered factors such as the interaction between
society and myth, change in society and culture and its impact on the artist’s perspective, and
have incorporated various sub-narratives into each art form.

Keywords: Intertextuality, Narrative of Joseph, Holy Texts, Literary Texts, Artistic Texts

References: The Holy Qurran, Surah Yusuf. (translation by Elahi Ghomshei).

Torah, Genesis

Ahmadi, Mohammad Nabi, Zarifi, Kajal, (2014), Yousef’s Reflection in Contemporary Arabic
and Persian Poetry, The Second National Conference on Comparative Literature, Razi University,
September 2014.

Arbab Shirani, Saeed, (2011), Forms of a Myth of Diversity of Yousef Literary Character,
translated by Majduddin Kiwani, Tehran, Niloufar.

Faculty of Art Shahed University

Abstract14/208

Autumn 2022 - NO63



Abstract15/207

Scientific Quarterly Journal

Autumn 2022 - NO63

Faculty of Art Shahed University

Bettelheim, Bruno (2004), Children Need Stories; Translated by Kamal Behrozkia, Tehran,
Anthropology Research Institute, Afkar.

Pakbar, Rouin, (2000), Iranian painting from ancient times to the present, Tehran, Narestan.
Jami Khorasani, Noureddin Abdolrahman Ibn Ahmad (2013), Masnavi Haft Orang, Tehran,
Sepas Film and Graphic.

Jami, Abdolrahman, (1998), Yousef and Zuleikha, edited by Nasser Nikobakht, Tehran, Ava-
e- Noor Publications

Khazaneh Darloo, Mohammad Ali, (1997), Persian Poems, Tehran, Rozaneh Publications.
Khajeh Massoud Qomi, (1991), Yousef and Zuleikha and Shams and Qamar, edited by Seyyed
Ali Al-Dawood, Tehran, Afarinesh Publications

Khayampur, Abdolrasoul, (1961), Yousef and Zuleikha, Tabriz, Shafaq Publications.
Rasouli, Zahra, (2004), Kamaluddin Behzad, Proceedings of Behzad International Conference,
Tehran, Academy of Arts.

Zavari, Mohammad Amin, Zolfaghari, Hassan (2009), The Narrative of the Story of Yusuf
and Zulaikha, Kavoshnameh Quarterly, Year 10, No. 19, pp. 37-69

Safa, Zabihollah, (1993), vols. 1 and 2, History of Literature in Iran, sixth edition, Tahan,
Ferdows Publications.

Swabi, Abdolnasser (2015), Yousef>s seduction: An analysis of Yousef>s escape from
Zuleikha, by Kamaluddin Behzad Herati, Iran Namak, Volume 30, Number 4, Winter 2015,
pp. 294-276.

Farshchian, Mahmoud (2013) Nature song, works of Master Farshchian, Tehran, Gooya
House of Culture and Art.

Kazemi, Dariush, Heidari, Mohammad (2012), A Comparative Study of the Story of Yusuf
and Zuleykha in the Persian Poems of Yusuf and Zuleykha: Attributed to Ferdowsi, Jami and
Khavari, with the Arabic Narration Third, No. 6, Summer 2012, pp. 135-159.

Moradi, Ebrahim, Fanaei, Zahra, Shams, Fatemeh (2016), AComparative Study of the Dramatic
Capacity of the Lyrical Story of Yousefand Zuleykha Jami with the Story Screenplay Structure,
The First National Conference on Lyrical Literature of Najafabad Azad University.

Mashhar, Khanbaba, (1974), List of Printed Books, Volume 2, Tehran, Book Translation and
Publishing Company

Minavi, Mojtaba, (1994), Ferdowsi and his poetry, Tehran, Toos Publications

Natel Khanlari, Parviz (1974), Yousef and Zuleikha from the Persian commentary of Torbat
Jam, sixth edition, Tehran, Sepehr Printing House.

Namvar Motlagh, Bahman (2013), An Introduction to Mythology, Tehran, Sokhan.

Namvar Motlagh, Bahman (2007), An intertextual study of the paintings of Yousef and
Zuleikha (in search of a hidden text), Proceedings of the Kamaluddin Behzad International
Conference.

Yousef Qaroo (Karo), (1542), Shulhan Arukh.



