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location which is east; as if the sound of the Nagareh reminds us of God>s ownership of the world
and performing religious duties at the same time as the sun rises. The western porch (porch of the
clock) is also inscribed with Surah Al-Insan, which is also conceptually associated with the function
of the porch. The clock represents time and is the reminder of the time of human creation, and the
creation of the world is best expressed by quoting this Surah. In addition, the inscriptions of the
Throne verse in two places of the porch have been an emphasis on the creation and ownership of
the Lord and the principle of monotheism.

However, the subject of coordinating the content of verse inscriptions with the use of the building
has been common in the past, as in the book of the first inscriptions in the architecture of the Islamic
period of Iran, examples of this have been given. What is considered about religious inscriptions
in this place and from the Safavid period onwards, which is repeated by heresy in other periods,
is bringing hadiths about the honor of the Shiites and the intercession to the Prophet (PBUH) and
Imam Reza (AS) for the pilgrims as the reward of their pilgrimage. Such inscriptions are quoted
from the Prophet (PBUH) and Imams (AS) along with the verse of purification or the hadith of
al-Kisa which is about the infallibility and purity of the family of the Prophet (PBUH). It has been
aimed at emphasizing the Shiite religion. The fact that Shia has been the official religion of Shiite
Iran for centuries seems normal today, but in Safavid times, this issue was effective in historical,
social, cultural and religious conditions. Only by reflecting on the inscriptions of the Abbasid porch,
the reason for selecting and bringing the sovereignty verse along with Surah Kawthar together
with Nadali and Durood and a part of Tawassul prayer, a message based on the divine will and
providence regarding the establishment of Safavid government and Shiite dignity is specified.
Keywords: Razavi Holy Shrine, Religious Inscriptions, Atiq Courtyard Porches, Inscription Theme,
Safavid.
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Razavi holy shrine, due to the blessing of the shrine of Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (PBUH), has always
been under the care and attention of rulers, artists, etc. Today, it houses all the Islamic arts like a
museum. The inscriptions that have been available in the buildings of the shrine for a long time
prove this claim. Inscriptions that have been restored many times, by preserving history and their
themes, show the fate of the building in different historical periods. The oldest courtyard of the
Razavi shrine, which is called Atiq (Revolution) due to its closeness to the Golden Dome and its
importance, contains inscriptions from the Timurid period until now; most of which have religious
themes. These inscriptions, which originate from the spiritual essence of the Holy Quran and the
words of the Imams, express information which is taken from the social and religious conditions
of each historical period, especially the Safavid era. According to this important point, the research
questions are: - What historical period do the most religious inscriptions on the porches of the
old courtyard belong to? -What are the themes and contents of each of the religious inscriptions?
-What was the reason for the use and connection between the contents of the inscriptions and
their place in the ancient courtyard? The research method is descriptive-analytical and its contents
have been collected using written sources and field research. The analysis is also based on the
method of qualitative content analysis; finally classified and reviewed in the form of four tables.
The findings show that most of the inscriptions in the courtyard belong to the Safavid era and
are dedicated to verses of the Qur’an and hadiths and their themes are based on monotheism, the
mission of the prophets and the invitation of human beings to religious duties, friendship of the
family of Muhammad and visiting the holy tomb of Imam Reza (PBUH). The choice of themes
was also completely related to their place in the building. For example, in the south porch (Golden
Porch), which is the entrance to the golden dome, the verses of Surah Maryam are inscribed, which
refers to the safe atmosphere into which pilgrims enter, and also Surah Yasin, which is known as
the heart of the Qur>an, is used to indicate the heart of this holy place (shrine). In the north porch
(Abbasi porch), there is an inscription of Surah Jumu>ah which is completely suitable for the
function of the minaret and shows the invitation to prayer. In the east porch (Naqareh porch) Surah
Al-Muzzammil the theme of which is the invitation to perform religious duties and the verses of
Surah Noor are inscribed which is very appropriate regarding the function of this porch and its
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