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In historical studies, the meaning of a script is interpreted from its content, whereas the
visual feature of writing embraces further meaning. This approach was proposed by Walter
Benjamin and Jacques Derrida, in which they believed that graphological analysis of a
national writing could reveal its ontological, sociological and ethnological dimensions. In
this paper, we aimed to achieve a specific semantic system for visual language of Kufic
scripts in Samanid era. Having descriptive, historical and analytical approaches, we
collected bibliographic data to answer two following questions: 1. Why decorative Kufic
varied remarkably in the Samanid period? 2. What other meanings would be inferred from
visual aspects of Samanid Kufic scripts instead of the inscription’s contents?

First of all, we proposed theoretical framework based on Benjamin and Derrida theories.
Accordingly, graphology was revised in terms of both calligraphy principles and graphology-
related sciences of Samanids. Thus, the cause of Samanid Kufic variety could be described
in the sense that the principles of “khatt al-mansub” (proportional script) as well as the rules
of “Husn-e Tashkil” (artistic form) and “Husn-e vaz” (artistic composition) were applied to
infer the concept of essence, time (the time of elements formation) and place (the placement
of composition) respectively. To assess the function of our finding, Samanid Kufic semantics,
at least two samples of decorative Kufic letter named “Kaf” were ultimately analyzed. As
a result, we decoded symbolic signs of “Kaf-e Kon” (stands for the first-born of God) and
“Kaf-e Kafi & Kaf-e Koft” (stands for both the affirmation of loyalty to God and the end
of atheism) to illustate how the visual language of “Baraka” inscriptions allow us to track
meaning dimensions of that word connected together in ethical allegories of “the lake of
Baraka” and “the seal of heart”.

Keywords: Visual Language of Writing, Graphology, Khatt al-Mansub (Proportional Script),
Decorative Kufic, Samanid Slipware.



