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The aim of this paper is studying the evolution of horse imageryand recognizing the position
of horses, both structurally and conceptually,from Median toAchaemenid eras. The question is
that what position the various images of horses hadin terms of concept, aesthetic structure and
function in Median and Achaemenid eras. In this study, horse images from Median artifacts to
Achaemenid reliefs are studied in terms of aesthetic harmony of horse depictions, functional
proportionateness of tools, the crucial role of horse in containers and rhythuns, and the cultural,
political and social place of horse. The results indicate that the Median holy and ritual horse,
depicted with simple and abstract forms associated with ritual and symbolic meanings that would
be buried besides its owner to crossto the other world after death and to guard the deceased
against the evil forces, in Achaemenid era appears naturalistically and refined besides the man
in royal formalities with social intentions.

Key words: Median, Achaemenid, Ritual Concepts, Myth, Symbol, Horse Imagery.
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